Open Letter to Stewart Maxwell MSP
Communities Minister and Minister for Housing

Dear Mr Maxwell,

Inclusion Scotland welcomes the FIRM FOUNDATIONS: THE FUTURE OF HOUSING IN SCOTLAND DISCUSSION DOCUMENT published by the Scottish Government on Wednesday 31st October 2007, and we will make every effort to involve as many disabled people as possible in our response to it.

However, we must draw your attention to a letter we sent to you on 3rd of September this year to which we have yet to receive a full response to.

We ask you read this letter and carefully consider the points we raise in it.

We look forward in anticipation to your reply.

Bill Campbell

Project Manager

Letter to Stewart Maxwell MSP
4th September 2007 
Dear Mr Maxwell
Housing Supply Task Force
I write to you on behalf of Inclusion Scotland with regards to the enclosed article about the Housing Supply Task Force which appeared in the Scottish Executive’s Daily Digest on 29th August 2007.
We at Inclusion Scotland welcome this positive initiative by the new administration and wish the Task Force every success in the work it does.

We are concerned however that Scotland’s one million disabled people are not represented on the Task Force.  This, to us, is a golden opportunity for the new administration to send out positive signals that it fully intends to involve disabled people at every stage of policy and decision making in line with the Disability Equality Duty, the Scottish Executive disability working group report and the equal opportunities committee disability investigation report. 

We are afraid that the fundamental issues around housing for disabled people may not be a high enough priority on the agenda of policy and decision makers.  We also believe that minor changes to the building regulations around "Visitability" have led to a widespread misconception that the problem has been solved.

You will see from the following information that the issues around accessible affordable housing for disabled people are something a Task Force should be investigating and that disabled people themselves have to be part of this process.  

· Although many houses are now built to “visitability” standards, disabled people need houses to live in, not just visit! 
· Research indicates a shortfall of 300,000 wheelchair accessible houses across the UK. This would be around 30.000 in Scotland. (John Grooms) 
· Disability Rights Commission  figures indicate 19% of people in Scotland are disabled and this will rise to 23% by 2025. 
· A DRC poll in 2006 found that 87% of people want to stay in their own homes rather than be placed in residential care.
·  Around £14m is spent every year in Glasgow alone on equipment and adaptations.
Scottish Household Survey 2005 found that:
· In Scotland it is estimated there is a need for 230,000 additional properties suitable for disabled people and their families.
· Research indicates there are 62,000 households requiring specially adapted baths or showers.
We therefore ask you to consider again the full remit of this, or any other, Task Force and involve disabled people in the whole process.  Whilst being consulted about issues is part of the process of government, it is a ‘right’ that we should be involved in the decision making processes that affect our every day lives as disabled people.

We look forward to receiving your comments in the near future.

Yours sincerely

Dr Ann Wilson

Convener of Inclusion Scotland
“Nothing About Us, Without Us” 
