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Direct Payments
A Direct Payment is money paid by a local authority directly to a person whom it has assessed as needing community care or housing support services.  The local authority makes the payment as an alternative to arranging services.
Direct Payments can be used for any community care services.  These include:

· Employing personal assistants directly;
· Hiring personal assistants through an agency;
· Taking short breaks or short periods in residential care (up to a maximum of 4 weeks in any one year);
· Attending day centres;
· Purchasing equipment and adaptations.
The following groups of people are eligible to receive Direct Payments:

· Disabled adults to purchase community care services;

· Disabled people aged 16 and 17 to purchase children’s services; 

· Disabled people with parental responsibility to purchase children’s services;

· People with parental responsibility for a disabled child to purchase the services 

· Disabled people (including children) to purchase housing support services; 

· Attorneys and guardians, with the relevant powers can receive direct payments on behalf of disabled people who are unable to give consent to arranging their own services

· People aged 65 or over who need care and attention arising out of infirmity or age.

How do direct payments schemes work?

Payments can be made for the whole or part of the cost of services needed.  This enables you to have a mix of direct payments and services to meet your assessed needs.  The Direct Payments Act enables a local authority to legally offer you cash.  

Financial assessments for people receiving direct payments are carried out under the same criteria as for people receiving services and you may have to make a financial contribution towards your independent living package.  

Guidance states that payments should not be offered where it would be less cost effective than arranging services.  Payments should be sufficient to enable you to purchase the services for which they are intended, taking into account legal requirements.
What does Inclusion Scotland want for direct payments?

· The ‘Duty of Care’ retained by Social Work to be re-defined as ‘Duty to Empower’

· The implementation of Direct Payments to be founded on Independent Living principles

· The ‘Ordinary Resident’ regulation to be reviewed 

· A mechanism to be put in place where people can take their support packages with them when they move to live elsewhere

For more information on direct payments
Disabled children and direct payments – http://www.everychildmatters.gov.uk/socialcare/disabledchildren/directpaymentfaqs/
Scottish Parliament Health Committee report on Direct Payments –http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/committees/health/reports-06/her06-report.htm
National figures on Direct Payments made by Scottish Local Authorities - http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2007/09/24155213/0 (see below) 
Scottish Government summary of recent research on self-directed support - http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2007/07/04093127/28
Table 1: Number of Direct Payments by Local Authority, 2001-2007
	
	Number of clients

	
	2001
	2002
	2003
	2004
	2005
	2006
	2007

	Aberdeen City
	4
	4
	11
	40
	46
	56
	101

	Aberdeenshire
	8
	6
	11
	19
	43
	64
	101

	Angus
	4
	23
	30
	32
	31
	37
	40

	Argyll and Bute
	0
	0
	0
	29
	62
	79
	89

	Clackmannanshire
	1
	4
	18
	23
	30
	31
	32

	Dumfries and Galloway
	7
	25
	27
	39
	74
	116
	141

	Dundee City
	0
	0
	0
	9
	20
	33
	38

	East Ayrshire
	0
	0
	17
	25
	36
	36
	51

	East Dunbartonshire
	0
	0
	0
	1
	13
	21
	23

	East Lothian
	5
	7
	7
	13
	19
	28
	31

	East Renfrewshire
	0
	0
	0
	2
	11
	15
	15

	Edinburgh
	67
	49
	89
	120
	142
	152
	209

	Eilean Siar
	0
	3
	5
	4
	7
	5
	8

	Falkirk
	0
	0
	0
	19
	40
	58
	61

	Fife
	30
	64
	120
	190
	213
	262
	309

	Glasgow
	17
	16
	15
	26
	102
	124
	193

	Highland
	14
	23
	43
	55
	126
	194
	225

	Inverclyde
	0
	0
	0
	0
	3
	6
	9

	Midlothian
	0
	0
	0
	4
	20
	25
	29

	Moray
	0
	5
	7
	17
	28
	32
	43

	North Ayrshire
	0
	0
	0
	19
	23
	32
	47

	North Lanarkshire
	3
	10
	11
	18
	24
	24
	37

	Orkney
	0
	0
	1
	16
	40
	46
	45

	Perth and Kinross
	4
	4
	19
	20
	25
	31
	40

	Renfrewshire
	3
	3
	3
	7
	14
	23
	32

	Scottish Borders
	12
	20
	50
	87
	103
	105
	117

	Shetland Islands
	0
	0
	0
	4
	5
	10
	11

	South Ayrshire
	22
	18
	31
	32
	34
	41
	39

	South Lanarkshire
	0
	0
	0
	4
	18
	30
	46

	Stirling
	0
	0
	0
	8
	25
	37
	37

	West Dunbartonshire
	0
	0
	0
	13
	27
	29
	31

	West Lothian
	6
	8
	19
	17
	34
	47
	61

	Scotland
	207
	292
	534
	912
	1,438
	1,829
	2,291


Table 2a: Value of Direct Payments by Local Authority, 2001-2007
	
	Value of Direct Payments (£000s)

	
	2001
	2002
	2003
	2004
	2005
	2006
	2007

	Aberdeen City
	17
	23
	42
	194
	427
	517
	878

	Aberdeenshire
	21
	28
	44
	75
	245
	587
	714

	Angus
	37
	275
	426
	458
	421
	642
	619

	Argyll and Bute
	0
	0
	0
	170
	737
	1,031
	1,326

	Clackmannanshire
	8
	31
	69
	157
	171
	186
	203

	Dumfries and Galloway
	47
	84
	234
	320
	442
	993
	1,380

	Dundee City
	0
	0
	0
	59
	166
	351
	408

	East Ayrshire
	0
	0
	118
	334
	405
	446
	568

	East Dunbartonshire
	0
	0
	0
	10
	135
	275
	302

	East Lothian
	83
	103
	117
	191
	354
	438
	750

	East Renfrewshire
	0
	0
	0
	18
	60
	120
	158

	Edinburgh
	1,083
	1,177
	1,864
	1,979
	2,498
	2,524
	3,652

	Eilean Siar
	0
	7
	13
	4
	18
	12
	22

	Falkirk
	0
	0
	0
	105
	219
	416
	487

	Fife
	254
	554
	822
	1,501
	2,066
	2,053
	2,799

	Glasgow
	100
	151
	147
	185
	711
	1,409
	2,290

	Highland
	67
	174
	447
	619
	1,064
	1,212
	1,539

	Inverclyde
	0
	0
	0
	0
	16
	26
	40

	Midlothian
	0
	0
	0
	17
	262
	337
	577

	Moray
	0
	36
	76
	168
	385
	485
	658

	North Ayrshire
	0
	0
	0
	163
	288
	345
	477

	North Lanarkshire
	13
	156
	177
	264
	300
	350
	431

	Orkney
	0
	0
	1
	44
	145
	231
	185

	Perth and Kinross
	44
	53
	166
	218
	219
	382
	497

	Renfrewshire
	28
	28
	28
	52
	139
	178
	270

	Scottish Borders
	47
	125
	226
	397
	634
	700
	1,051

	Shetland Islands
	0
	0
	0
	63
	76
	132
	172

	South Ayrshire
	168
	155
	251
	392
	492
	510
	487

	South Lanarkshire
	0
	0
	0
	17
	75
	202
	357

	Stirling
	0
	0
	0
	30
	139
	228
	295

	West Dunbartonshire
	0
	0
	0
	41
	187
	268
	296

	West Lothian
	47
	59
	156
	92
	207
	276
	367

	Scotland
	2,064
	3,220
	5,422
	8,338
	13,701
	17,862
	24,255


