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Affordable and Accessible Housing in Scotland – Policy into Practice

Inclusion Scotland recently contacted all 32 local authorities with a Freedom of Information request.  We gave each local authority a list of specific questions on accessible and affordable housing for disabled people.  
Inclusion Scotland (IS) is an innovative consortium of disabled peoples' organisations and individual disabled people from across Scotland.  We draw attention, across all sectors of society, to the physical, social, economic, cultural and attitudinal barriers that affect our everyday lives as disabled people.
Out of the 32 local authorities we received 19 replies within 20 working days and we are working to secure replies from the other 13.  Below we have listed a number of both good and bad practice examples on accessible and affordable housing.
Good practice?
· Only one local authority in Scotland consulted their local access panels and disability organisations when consulting on their Local Housing Strategy.  

· One local authority states it is currently building 800 new houses which are ‘varying need compliant’.  

· One local authority stated that it does not remove adaptations from its houses when a disabled person moves out.  Unlike another which spent over £142K between 2004 – 2007 removing adaptations, instead of moving in a disabled person and their family.  
Bad practice?
· Some councils (5 out of 19 replies) considered a disabled person to solely have a physical impairment; people with sensory impairments, learning difficulties and mental health issues were not included in the information given, despite the legal definition of ‘disability’ in 1995 Disability Discrimination Act as amended.  
· Local authorities do not seem to grasp the term ‘accessible housing’.  They continue to use the term ‘housing for varying for needs’ which is not the same as it relates to houses which are adaptable.  
· The national, indentified shortfall in fully accessible homes was evidenced by one local authority.  They stated they have 222 fully accessible homes, but admit they need 613 to meet disabled people’s needs.  This leaves a shortfall of 391 homes.   
· 16 out of 19 replies stated that the local authority does not set local quotas for new homes that are accessible for disabled people.  e.g through the planning system or in Local Housing Strategies .  
· No local authority could state specifically how many disabled people were involved in preparing the Local Housing Strategy.  

Conclusion

Inclusion Scotland will work to achieve a 100% response rate to its Freedom of Information requests and map out ‘next steps’.   

We look forward to working with local authorities across Scotland to ensure effective consultation with disabled people in producing Local Housing Strategies (LHS) and encourage the construction of accessible housing to meet the level of unmet need for disabled people.

Section 89 of the Housing (Scotland) Act requires local authorities to prepare an LHS which assess need including “the needs of persons in the area for, and the availability of, housing accommodation designed or adapted for persons with special needs”.  Instead of treating such homes as ‘special, Inclusion Scotland believes that the house building programme should ensure ‘homes for life’ so that whether we have an impairment, acquire an impairment or face a health issue, our home will fit our needs.
For more information on Inclusion Scotland’s Freedom of Information work please contact:

Donna McSwiggan on 0141 887 7090 donna@inclusionscotland.org  
OR

Bill Scott on 0131 555 6887 policy@inclusionscotland.org
***Inclusion Scotland has decided not to name individual local authorities until the research in complete***
***A full report on the Freedom of Information work done by Inclusion Scotland will be available in October 2008. ***
