Dear Cabinet Secretary,

I am writing to you on behalf of Inclusion Scotland. Inclusion Scotland is a consortium of organisations of disabled people and disabled individuals funded by the Scottish Government’s Equalities Unit.  Inclusion Scotland’s main aim is to draw attention to the physical, social, economic, cultural and attitudinal barriers that affect the everyday lives of disabled people in Scotland.

Inclusion Scotland very much welcomes the Scottish Government’s revival of the Fuel Poverty Forum and your stated aim as Cabinet Secretary of re-focusing the Warm Deal on those genuinely suffering from Fuel Poverty. Our membership are very pleased to see this issue given such importance by the Government as it has a profound impact on their daily lives and we will be responding to the Forum’s call for evidence.

Just a few facts and figures to illustrate why disabled people are affected so deeply by Fuel Poverty - 

Disabled people are more likely to suffer from poverty in general –

· Research by the Disability Rights Commission highlights that one in three children growing up in poverty has a disabled parent. 

· Three out of every ten disabled adults of working age are living in poverty in Britain – a higher proportion than a decade ago and double the rate amongst non-disabled adults and disabled adults are now more likely to live in poor households than either pensioners or children.

 

· Disabled people are more likely to be unemployed (over 50% of disabled Scots of working age are out of work). 

· On average disabled people earn 10% less than non-disabled workers. 

Many disabled people, and families caring for disabled children, therefore struggle to pay fuel bills because of their low or fixed incomes.  However the poverty experienced by disabled people is compounded by the extra fuel costs they incur because of their status (out of work) or condition. 

Disabled people are often confined to their homes due to lower levels of mobility – meaning that they run up higher fuel bills because they are at home during the day when other people can lower their heating because they are at work or engaged in leisure pursuits. Many households containing disabled people may also have their heating turned up to a higher level than that required by non-disabled people because they have poor circulation.   Their heating may also be on throughout more of the year than for a non-disabled person.

The Westminster Government estimated that in 2004/5 forty per cent of households experiencing fuel poverty (in England & Wales) contained a disabled person1. That would translate to over 200,000 households in Scotland (i.e. 40% of 543,000).  This corresponds with the results of previous research2 carried out by Capability Scotland which found that 40% of disabled people spent more than 10% of their income on heating their home.  Given that disabled people only make up one fifth of the Scottish population that means that they are roughly twice as likely to experience fuel poverty as non-disabled people.

As disabled people are disproportionately affected by Fuel Poverty we would have hoped that representatives of disabled people’s organisations would have been included within the membership of the Fuel Poverty Forum.  Unfortunately no such representative organisation has been invited to take part.  We think that it is unfortunate that the situation of disabled people suffering fuel poverty will be the subject of the Fuel Poverty Forum’s deliberations yet disabled people will be excluded when priorities for action are set.

Given the time remaining before the Fuel Poverty Forum has to report to yourself we realise that there is little time to rectify this situation.  However we would hope that if the Fuel Poverty Forum is retained as a source of advice to Government that Ministers will take the opportunity of ensuring that their duties under the Disability Discrimination Act and the Government Disability Equality Scheme are fully met (i.e. that disabled people are not only consulted with but fully involved in the process of policy formulation).

Obviously there are organisations of disabled people other than ourselves (such as the Scottish Disability Equality Forum) but we hope that whoever is chosen to represent disabled people is from a self-organised group of disabled people rather than a charity providing services for them.

We would very much appreciate your thoughts on how disabled people’s views can be properly represented within the Fuel Poverty Forum in the future.

Yours Sincerely,

Bill Scott

Policy Officer

Inclusion Scotland

policy@inclusionscotland.org
Tel: 0131-555-6887

Visit our website at: www.inclusion.scotland.org
1. Ministerial reply by Malcolm Wicks MP to PQ put by Roger Berry MP. In 2005, there were around 1.5 million fuel-poor households in England, of which more than 600,000 contained a disabled person. Of these 100,000  households contained a disabled person aged under 60.

2.  “One in Four Poll on Fuel Poverty”, Capability Scotland, carried out November 2005.

