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Disabled people and Hate Crime
Disablism and Hate Crime

· Disablism is the abuse of or discrimination against disabled people arising from a belief that they are inferior to others, in some cases less than human, or of no value to society.  These views are still widespread and often tolerated in our society.  

· Discrimination against disabled people was not recognised until the passage of the Disability Discrimination Act in 1995, some twenty years after major legislation outlawing racial and gender based discrimination. 

· Disablism is so prevalent in our society that, tragically, even the parents of disabled children can be affected by it.  Joanne Hill recently convicted of murder said that she had drowned her 4 year old daughter Naomi because she was ashamed of her mild cerebral palsy and use of calipers (i).

Extent of problem
Research by the DRC and Capability Scotland in 2004 attempted (ii) to measure the extent of hate crime against disabled people in Scotland. The research found that -
· Almost half (47%) of all respondents had experienced hate crime because of their disability.

· Hate crime had a major impact on the lives of victims. One third had to avoid certain places or situations and one quarter had moved house as a result of an attack.

A more recent UK report (iii) by the charity Scope in collaboration with “Disability Now” magazine and the UK Disabled People’s Council found that 

· 47% of disabled people had either experienced physical abuse or witnessed the physical abuse of a disabled friend.  

· Disabled people are four times more likely to be violently assaulted than non-disabled people and almost twice as likely to be burgled. 

· Visually impaired people are four times more likely to be verbally and physically abused than sighted people.

· People with mental health issues are 11 times more likely to be victimised.

· 90% of adults with a learning difficulty report being ‘bullied’.

Nature of crimes and their impact on Disabled People

Disablist crimes vary in motive from taking advantage of a victim's vulnerability, to the impairment being the reason or motive for the crime. They happen more frequently than might be imagined as they currently go unrecorded.  For example: as recently as last September a blind man in Edinburgh was lured into a violent gang attack by a woman feigning friendship - the motive may have been robbery, hatred or both (iv). 
All such crimes are symptomatic of the disregard for disabled people's dignity and human rights which is general within our society. The modest advances that have been made towards the participation of disabled people in everyday life are fragile and under threat when such criminal behaviour goes unrecognised, un-stigmatised and unpunished. 
Inclusion Scotland believes that disabled people should not be placed in fear of physical or verbal abuse when they leave their homes and venture out on Scotland’s streets. 
“Disability Now” magazine investigated 50 crimes against disabled people which occurred in 2006 and 2007 (v).  To name but a few of the victims - Steven Hoskin, Brent Martin, Raymond Atherton, Kevin Davies, Rikki Judkins and Barrie-John Horrell.

All suffered horrific abuse (including being burnt with cigarettes, beatings, being stripped, urinated on, being put on dog leads and otherwise humiliated, having their homes taken over and savings and income stolen) before they were killed by people purporting to be their friends. In total 14 of the 50 cases listed by “Disability Now” resulted in the death of a disabled person. A substantial number involved attacks on people in wheelchairs or using mobility scooters. 
The Offences (Aggravation by Prejudice) (Scotland) Bill
This bill has recently been passed by the Scottish Parliament and will help in protecting disabled people (and LGBT people) against hate crime.  Scots law currently includes ‘statutory aggravations’ for race and religion hate crime.
This new act will be important for a number of reasons:

· Research shows that there is a very significant level of crime targeted at people because of their race, religion, disability or sexual orientation/transgender identity. 
· Anyone can be a victim of a hate crime, regardless of their identity.  For example, if a non-disabled person is seen out with a disabled person they may be attacked.  The statutory aggravation in the bill is based on the motivation of the offender; it is not based on the identity of the victim. 
· Since the introduction of the statutory aggravation for racist crime in 1998, and for crime motivated by religious prejudice in 2003, the police, prosecutors and courts have been able to deal much more consistently and appropriately with those hate crimes. This bill will introduce the same consistent handling for the other identified prevalent hate crimes. 

· The bill will enable proper recording of disability and sexual orientation / transgender identity related hate crimes, across the justice system. 

· The legislation will send hugely important messages. To victims, that they should report the crime and it will be dealt with appropriately. To offenders, that crimes motivated by hate will be recognised as such and sentenced appropriately. And to society as a whole, that Scotland is a country that in the 21st century says no to prejudice and intolerance, especially when these result in criminal offences. 

· Experience with the race and religion statutory aggravations in Scotland has shown these to be effective. There are more than 4000 reports to procurators fiscal of racially aggravated offences, and around 700 of religious prejudice aggravated offences, per year. Most are proceeded against in court, and conviction rates are high. 
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