Disability, lone parenthood and work

· The proportion of lone parents without a disability who lack work has fallen consistently for a decade. In 2009 it stood at 32%, down from 43% a decade earlier.

· Over the same period, the proportion of working-age adults with a disability who lack work has barely changed at all, remaining at around 60%.

· For comparison, only 14% of adults who are neither lone parents nor disabled
lack work.

· Disability affects work rates much more than either gender or parenthood. Among adults who are not lone parents, around 40% of disabled men and women are in work, compared to 82% of non-disabled women and 90% of non-disabled men.

· The work rates for (female) lone parents without disabilities in the three years to 2009 was, at 67%, much closer to women who are neither lone parents nor disabled than to disabled women, regardless of whether or not they were lone parents.

Both lone parents and people with disabilities have been the subject of policy interventions to increase their labour market participation. In the early years of the last government, there was a New Deal for each group. More recently, changes to the benefits system have been designed to move both lone parents and people with disabilities off ‘passive’ benefits (Income Support in the case of lone parents, Incapacity  Benefits in the case of disabled adults) to more work-focused benefits.

The onset of recession in 2008 does not appear to have affected the work rates of either lone parents or people with disabilities disproportionately. The without-work rates of both groups are no higher in 2009 than they were in 2007. In contrast, the proportion of non-disabled, non-lone parents lacking work has risen by almost 2 percentage points.


Other Key points:

· By mid-2010, almost 2.5m people in the UK were unemployed, slightly more than in 2009. In total, around 6m were unemployed, 'economically inactive' but wanting work, or employed part-time and unable to find full-time work.

· By 2008/09, 13m people were in poverty. Of these, 5.8m (44% of the total) were in 'deep poverty' (household income at least one-third below the poverty line), the highest proportion on record. 

· Despite the recession, the number of children in poverty in workless families fell in 2008/09, to 1.6m, the lowest since 1984, but those in working families rose slightly to 2.1m, the highest on record. 

· The numbers of 16-year-olds lacking five GCSEs at any level and of 19-year-olds lacking a level 2 qualification fell in 2009, and are lower than any time in the previous decade. 

· By mid-2010, the unemployment rate among those aged16–24 was, at 20%, the highest in 18 years, and three times that for other adults. After the last recession (1993), the rate was 16%, twice as high as for the rest of the population. 

· While Jobseeker's Allowance claimants peaked at 1.6m in 2009, 4.2m people (one in eight of the economically active population) claimed at least once in the two years from the start of the recession in spring 2008. 

· The government's many challenges include in-work poverty, the number of children/young adults with few/no qualifications, young adult unemployment, health inequalities and low-income households' lack of access to essential services.

