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Parliamentary Questions Supplement

January 2009 – April 2009


One of the most important ways in which MSPs can hold the Government (or Executive) to account is by asking Parliamentary Written Questions.  These are called written questions to distinguish them from Oral Questions asked of Ministers in the Parliament’s debating chamber.

Parliamentary Questions often turn up information which is useful to local organizations and to individuals.  By highlighting an issue – and the scale of certain problems – Parliamentary Questions can sometimes prompt Ministers to act, resulting in new policies being developed. MSPs can be approached to ask questions and Inclusion Scotland have done this several times to obtain facts and figures on issues of importance to disabled people.

We have been monitoring Parliamentary Questions (and more importantly answers!) since the new Parliament was elected and have selected some of those we thought most relevant so that you can have access to them without searching through lengthy documents.  We hope that you find them useful and informative”.
Bill Scott (Inclusion Scotland, Policy Officer)
Transport

January 2009 
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Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it will review the information provided to local authorities and other bodies that provide concessionary travel cards to ensure that people with learning disabilities who are entitled to the cards receive them and that they are fully aware of the 15 qualifying criteria under which someone may be eligible.
 Stewart Stevenson: Guidance notes which are issued to local authorities are reviewed on a regular basis to provide as much information as possible to staff who deal with the validation of application forms for Scotland-Wide Free Bus Travel for Older and Disabled People.
The guidance notes provide detailed information relating to all eligibility criteria and provide advice to local authority staff to ensure application forms are validated correctly. The guidance notes explain in detail the qualifying criteria for anyone with a learning disability and the NCT002 mental health certificate which is required to be completed, clearly states the qualifying criteria and who is authorised to validate the application. 
_____________________________________________________________________
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March 2009
Robin Harper (Lothians) (Green): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it has had discussions with the UK Government about providing access to the UK bus network for pensioners who are entitled to use the national concessionary travel scheme and, if not, whether it will make representations to the UK Government on this matter.
Stewart Stevenson: Discussions between the devolved administrations and the Department for Transport were held in 2006 about the possibility of mutual recognition of bus passes across the UK. There are no plans at present to introduce reciprocal concessionary travel arrangements between Scotland and other parts of the UK.
_____________________________________________________________________
March 2009

Margaret Curran (Glasgow Baillieston) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive whether the NHS is required to ensure that the vehicles used under its taxi contracts are accessible to disabled people.
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Nicola Sturgeon: There is no legal requirement under the Disability Discrimination Act 1995 for taxis to be accessible to people with disabilities including wheelchair users. NHS boards can however stipulate their own requirements in their tender specifications.
Margaret Curran (Glasgow Baillieston) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive how many vehicles covered by the patient transport contract are equipped to transport disabled people for NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde.
Nicola Sturgeon: Under NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde’s current patient transport contracts there are 976 vehicles equipped to transport disabled people in the Glasgow area, with a further 23 vehicles so equipped in the Clyde area.
_____________________________________________________________________
March 2009

[image: image5.wmf]John Wilson (Central Scotland) (SNP): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it will list the disability groups that it has met in relation to the concessionary travel pass, also showing (a) dates and (b) locations of the meetings.

Stewart Stevenson: Prior to the introduction of the Scotland-Wide Free Bus Travel Scheme for Older and Disabled People, the Mobility and Access Committee for Scotland was represented on the National Concessionary Travel Implementation Project – Eligibility Task Group. The Group met on 14 and 30 June, 26 July and 9 August 2005 at Victoria Quay, Edinburgh. More recently I have met with representatives of the "Fare Deal" Campaign – a campaign involving 12 charities representing older people and disabled people. 
John Wilson (Central Scotland) (SNP): To ask the Scottish Executive what discussions have been held with disability groups and others regarding concessionary travel companion cards for people accompanying disabled passengers.

Stewart Stevenson: Prior to the introduction of the Scotland-wide Free Bus Travel Scheme for Older and Disabled People in April 2006, discussions were held about concessionary travel companion cards with the Mobility and Access Committee for Scotland, the Confederation of Passenger Transport (CPT), the Association of Transport Co-ordinating Officers, and the then Strathclyde Passenger Transport, as part of the consideration of the eligibility criteria for the scheme.
Education & Young People
January 2009
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive what monitoring arrangements are in place to ensure that disabled students in further and higher education who want a personal learning plan have one.
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Fiona Hyslop: Colleges receive block grants for teaching which are not split into funding for specific courses or assistance. For that block grant they are expected to deliver a set level of activity which is weighted to reflect the resource input required. 
Courses which are specifically designed for students with additional needs have the highest out of 18 weightings. In addition to this, activity for students who are not on a specialised course but who have additional support needs is also weighted to reflect the additional resource input. In 2008-09, the main teaching allocation totalled £392 million.
_____________________________________________________________________

January 2009

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive what plans ministers have to improve support in schools for children with long-term conditions.

[image: image7.wmf]Maureen Watt: The Scottish Government has recently established a new working relationship with local government which will help support the education of pupils with additional support needs, including those with long-term conditions. The Scottish Government is providing local government with £34.9 billion over the next three years, an increase of 13.1% across the period. Significant controls and flexibilities have been devolved to better enable local authorities to respond to local needs and priorities.

The Scottish Government is also undertaking a number of other initiatives to help support schools to provide support and services for pupils with long-term conditions.  These include, funding a National Development Officer to focus on transitions for all young people at risk of missing out on education and training opportunities.

Following talks with the Scottish Government, the General Teaching Council for Scotland has now added five new additional support needs areas to their professional recognition framework. These cover autism, dyslexia, hearing impairment, visual impairment and dual sensory impairment.

Additionally, the Scottish Government will soon publish The Autism Toolbox, an autism resource for Scottish local authorities and schools. The toolbox will draw on a range of practice experience, literature and research to support education authorities and schools in the delivery of services and planning for children and young people with autism spectrum disorders.
_____________________________________________________________________
February 2009

Michael McMahon (Hamilton North and Bellshill) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive how the Early Years Framework will support parents and enable families to maximise disabled children’s abilities in every local 
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Adam Ingram: The Early Years Framework has been developed jointly by the Scottish Government and COSLA and sets out the joint commitment of national and local government to improving outcomes for children and families.
The framework is based on the principles of early intervention. Key to this will be earlier identification of children and families with particular support needs, including disabled children, and provision of timely and appropriate support to meet those needs.

The framework includes a proposal to develop an indicator covering inclusion and outcomes for disabled children as part of a suite of improved local indicators. 
The detail of how services will be delivered locally to support improved outcomes is a matter for each individual community planning partnership under the single outcome agreement (SOA) process. 
The framework offers an analysis of key elements that will contribute to improved outcomes in early years that local partners can draw on in developing their SOAs.
_____________________________________________________________________
April 2009

Rhona Brankin (Midlothian) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive whether children of primary and secondary school age in hospital can access education.

Rhona Brankin (Midlothian) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it has a policy on children in hospital maintaining their education.
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Adam Ingram: Education authorities have a duty under section 40 of the Standards in Scotland’s Schools etc Act 2000 in relation to pupils unable to attend a suitable educational establishment as a result of their prolonged ill-health. In such circumstances, an education authority must make special arrangements for pupils to receive education elsewhere, other than at an educational establishment. This would include those children and young people in hospital.
The Scottish Government provided guidance to education authorities on this issue in 2001 through the publication Guidance On Education of Children Absent From School Through Ill Health available from 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2001/12/10473/File-1
___________________________________________________________________

April 2009
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Robert Brown (Glasgow) (LD): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it will review the effectiveness of co-ordinated support plans under the Education (Additional Support for Learning) (Scotland) Act 2004 in meeting the needs of young people with autism. 
Adam Ingram: Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of Education reported on the consistency, effectiveness and efficiency of education authorities in implementing the Education (Additional Support for Learning) (Scotland) Act 2004 in November 2007.
The report identified the need to improve the consistency with which the legislation surrounding co-ordinated support plans is interpreted. This includes co-ordinated support plans for children and young people with autism.
I have asked officials to convene a short term working group to advise on co-ordinated support plan related matters and help facilitate the development of any further guidance or training. The group has held its first meeting. The key aim is to provide advice on how to improve the effectiveness of co-ordinated support plans for all children and young people who require them including those with autism. 

The government will also soon publish The Autism Toolbox, an autism resource for Scottish local authorities and schools. 
Independent Living & Self-Directed Support
January 2009

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive what plans there are to develop the personalisation or self-directed support agenda.
Nicola Sturgeon: The Scottish Government is fully committed to the personalisation agenda, including the most radical aspect of personalisation, self-directed support.
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Personalisation of services has been a component of public sector reform and is a key aspiration of the Changing Lives review of social work services. Personalisation is a theme that features in all the work being done by the five change programmes and the products to be produced by those groups over the next six months or so. 
This includes a supported self-evaluation guide being developed with SWIA and local authorities as well as a training toolkit being developed to support the notion of citizen leadership described by the Changing Lives User and Carer Forum.
In terms of self-directed support, a reference group is currently considering a draft strategy to radically increase the uptake of self-directed support in Scotland. A key part of this strategy will be running test sites in three local authorities to consider how well specific interventions improve uptake. 
This work builds on research conducted in June 2008 which demonstrated the flexibility, choice, control and independence that self-directed support is able to offer individuals. The Scottish Government will consider further guidance, explicit target setting or legislation if they prove necessary in the longer term.
____________________________________________________________________
January 2009
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Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive                                                     what steps are being taken to ensure that service users with                                               learning disabilities are given appropriate support and time to                                             develop direct payments or other forms of self-directed support                                                  as an alternative to their support services being put out to tender.

Shona Robison: Council funded local support services exist in                                               most parts of Scotland to help service users, including those with                                             a learning disability, to receive the support they need to access                                                            self-directed support. 
Officials will be undertaking visits to local authorities in 2009 to identify particular local obstacles that are preventing a more radical increase in the uptake of self-directed support, which will include consideration of the support mechanisms available to those accessing self-directed support.
Guidance published by the Scottish Procurement Directorate in August 2008 made clear that councils should have a strategy for the commissioning/procurement of social care services which recognises the need to maintain quality and continuity and addresses the concerns of service users. The Scottish Government is continuing to work with local authorities to promote best practice in the consideration of self-directed support in the context of wider commissioning strategies. The Social Work Inspection Agency is also developing self-evaluation guidance on commissioning.

____________________________________________________________________
March 2009
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Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it is satisfied with the decision of Orkney Islands Council not to approve new applications for direct payments due to budgetary constraints.

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive what the effect will be of the withdrawal of direct payments in the Orkney Islands council area.
Shona Robison: Officials have been in touch with Orkney Islands Council to clarify the position.
Orkney has made clear that there is no intention to withdraw existing direct payments. The waiting list for direct payments is regularly reviewed and applications are actioned as additional resources become available. In the interim, clients on the waiting list are offered social care services.

Scottish Government statistics make clear that Orkney currently has the highest rate of clients per 10,000 population receiving direct payments. The council is actively looking at the existing position, the current financial pressures, and projected additional financial demands to resolve this situation. http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2008/10/27092036/0.
_____________________________________________________________________
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Questions

If you have a question about anything in this supplement please contact Inclusion Scotland’s Policy Officer, Bill Scott, on 0131 555 6887 or e-mail policy@inclusionscotland.org
