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A Disabled Society?

By Ruth Forrest, Inclusion Scotland 
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Something powerful, beautiful and truly unique took place in Glasgow this week. Some may call it a miracle: a group of mainly (over 500) Muslim individuals gathering together to talk about disability?
A miracle indeed! Others may think it surreal, but for me, it is merely testament to the inspirational character who was being honoured on Monday 5th October at the Destiny Centre, Glasgow, namely my friend, colleague, brother and teacher, Imran Sabir. 
Imran was a disabled Muslim, born and raised in Glasgow and was failed by service providers to provide the appropriate tailored support, accounting for Imran’s ethnic, cultural and physical needs, but he didn’t allow any of this to stand in his way. 
Imran went on to become a powerful advocate for social justice and the wider disability movement, setting up two user lead organisations based on his own experiences and the barriers he faced when attempting to engage with service providers. 
Ethnic Enable is a user lead organisation with a national remit, designed to support minority ethnic disabled people from across Scotland. They do this through creating social opportunities, providing welfare rights information, access to direct payments and sign posting to other relevant stakeholders and groups. 
Kitaba is the most recent of Imran’s ventures. Set up in 2007, the organisation aims to provide Islamic educational support to visually impaired people, through translating books, making religious institutions accessible and providing disability equality training to faith leaders, teachers and other community activists.

Despite there being an estimated 11,000 disabled Muslims across the UK, and even larger numbers of minority ethnic disabled people in Scotland alone, the needs of the community are all too often ignored or misunderstood, both by minority ethnic support organisations and by disabled people’s groups alike. 
Given the pioneering nature of Imran’s work, his colleagues and members of the movement felt it was important to chart his unique journey towards independent living and how this influenced the formation of his organisations. ‘Lessons from the life of Imran Sabir’, is a moving tribute to his innovation, determination and strength as he battled discrimination, ignorance and a wealth of stereotypes in a community still very reluctant to embrace the social model. 
Glasgow’s Destiny Centre played host to the first of three national events to commemorate Imran’s life and the launch of the book. The event was co-ordinated by the Kitaba project, and was Islamic in nature, as its central aim was to educate the Muslim community on disability equality and their responsibility for making that a reality. The evening was made up of lectures from Imran’s friends and colleagues, along with a moving tribute by Abdal Aziz Ahmed, Kitaba chair person and Imran’s spiritual teacher and main author of the book. There were also presentations from Ethnic Enable and the Kitaba project, and the evening ended with a powerful lecture by Imam Zaid Shakir of the US who talked about the minorities within the Muslim minority and how important the role of faith communities ought to be in terms of eradicating stereotypes, discrimination and ignorance.

Imran passed away at the beginning of March this year, leaving an invaluable legacy, but also leaving a great void in the lives of those who knew and loved him. We hope that the book and the series of programmes being held in his memory will go some way to continuing the equality work Imran was so passionate about, do remember his family in your thoughts and prayers, and support his organisations in any way you can.

To purchase copies of ‘Lessons from the Life of Imran Sabir’ in a variety of formats log on to www.kitaba.org or telephone 0845 838 7034.  
