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‘Homes for Life’

Accessible and Affordable Housing in Scotland

A National Conference 

Tuesday 17th June 2008
Glasgow Hilton 
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Why this conference needs to happen now! 
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It is recognised that there is a vast shortage of accessible affordable social and private housing in Scotland.  The Scottish Government have set up a Housing Supply Task Force and promised to ensure that 35,000 houses are built each year by the middle of the next decade.  However, we as disabled people fear that our housing needs won't be adequately met even with this increase in housing provision.  

There doesn't seem to be any meaningful commitment by planners, politicians, architects or builders to provide 'houses for life' for the one million disabled people in Scotland.  This will mean that many disabled people will be expected to continue to live in houses that are inaccessible to them or inadequate for their needs.  It may also mean that people who have lived happily in their house for many years will be forced to move or have to have very expensive adaptations made to their house.  We feel that this is both economically a waste of resources and, socially, disruptive to the individuals and their families.
 Not only do we want this done ‘for us’, we also want to be part of the process by being involved and engaged at every stage of the planning, design and provision process.  In other words, "Nothing about us, without us".  
Who should attend this conference?

· Housing Associations

· Local Authorities
· Voluntary organisations

· Disabled people’s organisations

· Builders, planners and architects 

· Policy and decision makers

· Health and social work professionals

· Anyone concerned about provision of accessible housing 

Facts on Accessible and Affordable Housing
· [image: image3.wmf]Disability Rights Commission figures indicate 19% of people in Scotland are disabled and this will rise to 23% by 2025. 
· Figures from a recent Parliamentary answer indicate that                                                     there were 96,000 wheelchair users in Scotland in 2006.                                                        Yet there are only 5,800 wheelchair adapted houses.
· There is a shortfall of 300,000 wheelchair accessible houses across the UK - that equates to around 30,000 in Scotland.
· A Disability Rights Commission poll (2006) found that 87% of people want to stay in their own homes rather than be placed in residential care. 
· Around £14m is spent every year in Glasgow alone on adapting existing, non-barrier free houses, for disabled people.  
· A large amount of these costs could be saved if a proportion of all new houses were designed and built to be barrier-free and therefore did not need to be adapted.  
Inclusion Scotland calls for:

· Varied and flexible housing across all tenures
· All houses in a development to have ground floors built to ‘Barrier Free’ standards
· The immediate implementation of information gathering by local authorities on the numbers of disabled people requiring adapted housing and the amount of such stock available
· Local authorities to provide equity loans to disabled people
· All local authorities to listen to disabled people when drawing up housing strategies
· An end to the removal of adaptations from housing while awaiting a disabled tenant 
For more information on Inclusion Scotland’s ‘asks’ visit our website – www.inclusionscotland.org

‘Homes for Life’
Accessible, Affordable Housing for Disabled People

Conference Programme
9.30am
Registration and Coffee

10am

Welcome and Introduction by Keith Aitken, Journalist & Broadcaster
10.05am
Setting the Scene – Dr Ann Wilson, Inclusion Scotland Convenor
10.10am
Barriers to Accessible, Affordable Housing: Scottish Facts and Figures 
Speaker: Grant Carson (Manager Housing and Employment Services), Glasgow Centre for Inclusive Living 
10.30am
Premiere of Inclusion Scotland film ‘Homes for Life?’
10.45am
Questions to Grant Carson and contributors to film

11.10am 
Coffee & Networking

11.30am
Good Practice – Sweden and beyond

Speaker: Ingemar Färm (President) The Swedish Disability Federation 
12 noon
Workshops

1pm

Lunch

2pm
A Scottish Perspective  
Speaker:  Bill Kidd MSP and Disability Reporter to the Scottish Parliament’s Equal Opportunities Committee 
2.20pm
Questions to Learning from Scotland speaker 
2.30pm
Workshops (refreshments will be served)
3.40pm
Panel Discussion of All Contributors 

4.15pm
Thanks and closing remarks from Inclusion Scotland
4.30pm
Close
*** All details correct at time of going to press***






