MSP Contact Details

Subject: Welfare Reform Bill

Dear <MSP NAME>,
My name is <INSERT NAME> and I live in <INSERT AREA YOU LIVE IN>. I am writing as one of your constituents to urge you to do everything in your power to make sure that the Welfare Reform Bill does not force disabled people in this area (and across Scotland) into poverty, isolation and despair. 

In my opinion, unless the UK Government makes big changes to the Bill, the Scottish Parliament should not pass the Legislative Consent Motion which it will be asked to vote on in the coming weeks. By rejecting the motion you can show that you object to unfair and unjustified cuts and that you are standing up for the interests of disabled people in Scotland.


As you may know, the Welfare Reform Bill will result in a 20% cut to disability benefits. On top of this, all disabled people – including those with permanent and degenerative disabilities – will be forced to go through a stressful and intrusive medical assessment. As a disabled person I am really worried about the impact these changes will have on my life. <INSERT INFORMATION ABOUT YOUR DISABILITY AND THE IMPACT THAT A REDUCTION IN YOUR DLA WOULD HAVE ON YOUR LIFE AND/OR HOW YOU FEEL ABOUT GOING THROUGH A MEDICAL ASSESSMENT>.  

The cuts in disability benefits, as well as reform to Housing Benefit and Employment Support Allowance contained in the Welfare Reform Bill will also put massive pressure on Scottish services including Local Authorities, the NHS and Registered Social Landlords. It also comes at a time when massive cuts are being made to services for disabled people and the Independent Living Fund is being withdrawn. All these changes will have a huge impact on disabled people, the economy and Scottish society as a whole. 

I’ve attached a briefing put together by Capability and Inclusion Scotland explaining some of the changes that need to be made to the Welfare Reform Bill. I would urge you to read it and to circulate it to your colleagues at the Scottish Parliament before the vote on passing the Legislative Consent Motion.

Thanks for your time. 

Yours Sincerely 
<INSERT NAME>

