





If posting, your postal address here
If posting, address of MSP here

Date
Dear [INSERT NAME OF MSP – you can find the name of your MSP and either email them or get their contact details by visiting http://www.theyworkforyou.com/msps/],
I understand that the Scottish Parliament will shortly consider a Legislative Consent Motion on the Welfare Reform Bill currently passing through the Westminster Parliament. 
As a disabled person, I am very worried about the impact that this bill will have on myself and my family. Inclusion Scotland estimate at least half of the benefit cuts (+£1 billion) which affect Scottish people will fall on disabled people and their families.
The Welfare Reform Bill will have an enormously negative impact on all people dependent on benefits but particularly Scottish disabled people and our families. It will also impact on many policy areas devolved to Scotland (such as Social Care, Housing Revenue and Investment, Council Tax and passported benefits), at the same time as the Scottish block grant has been dramatically reduced. Many of the regulations relating to benefits (under the Universal Credit) have not yet even been set out properly, and will be devolved to Scotland via secondary legislation. 
I am aware that legislative consent has never previously been withheld by the Scottish Parliament. But I am writing in the hope that all Scottish Parliamentarians give serious consideration to withholding consent for this Bill. 

I therefore call on you to look to the future welfare of disabled people in your constituency. Please work with your colleagues in other parties and in your respective Committees throughout the Scottish Parliament to oppose a legislative consent motion on the Welfare Reform Bill.

At the same time as these unjust proposals have been made, many of us have had to undergo Work Capability Assessments which are removing entitlement to Incapacity Benefit/ESA from many disabled people and moving us on to Job Seekers Allowance (JSA). [DELETE or INSERT PARAGRAPH ON PERSONAL EXPERIENCE OF WCA/ HOW WELFARE REFORM MIGHT AFFECT ME]
The assessments for the new benefit, the Personal independence Payment, which will replace DLA are modeled on the Work Capability Assessment and all disabled people of working age, regardless of the severity of their impairment, will be subjected to these assessments.  
Amid ongoing cuts to local authority care services and the threat of having to pay more in charges for our care, I am very worried about how I will cope.
INSERT IF TENANT OF SOCIAL HOUSING: I am also a council/housing association tenant and receive Housing Benefit. The Welfare Reform Bill also contains proposals which will reduce the Housing Benefit entitlement of 95,000 Scottish tenants and their families by an average of £13 per week. Households containing disabled people are likely to make up more than two thirds of those affected. I simply do not know how I and my family will manage if my rent support is cut on top of cuts to DLA and ESA and am fearful that we may become homeless.

Please give serious consideration to my request, and let your colleagues know that this will also be of concern to their own disabled constituents and their families. 
Yours Sincerely,

Signature

· Please see attached for some of the other impacts of the Welfare Reform Bill.

Scale of proposed Benefit Cuts
· £18 billion of cuts to welfare benefits; 
· over £9 billion taken out of disabled people’s households.
· In Scotland, £2 billion is being taken out of local economies
Impact of Welfare Reform on Disabled People:
· The welfare reforms announced in June 2010 will lead to 3.5 million disabled people losing over £9.2 billion in benefits.

· Moving disabled people off ESA and onto Job Seekers Allowance will account for over half (£4.87 billion) of these losses.

· The 12 month cap on entitlement to contributory ESA will, on its own, push an estimated 1 million disabled people into poverty (equivalent to 100,000 in Scotland).

· Scottish disabled people will lose well in excess of £500 million per year in benefits.

A disproportionate amount of the cuts are falling on benefits paid to disabled people e.g. Disability Living Allowance, Employment Support Allowance, the Independent Living Fund etc.  
Many other benefit cuts will also have a disproportionate impact because disabled people are less likely to be in employment and thus more likely to be reliant on benefits for all of their income.  Scotland will suffer more than its fair share of these cuts because we have more people with impairments & long term health conditions than other areas of the UK.
If you require more information on details of the impact of this bill on other Scottish benefits that disabled people receive, please go to Inclusion Scotland’s webpage on www.inclusionscotland.org where you can find their latest briefing. 
� conservative estimates from losses from just two benefits (DLA & ESA) exceed £400 million. DLA (£268m = 20% of the DLA budget) and ICB (ESA) savings 135.78m (assuming that 23% of people fail and 30% of those who fail come off benefit) and a change from the Consumer Price Index to the Retail Price index in the calculations of benefit increase.





