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Lobby of the Scottish Parliament From Marianne Scobie
The Glasgow Disability Alliance (GDA) and the National Union of Students (SWD Campaign) would like to thank everyone who supported the lobby against Community Care charging on Thursday 14th April 2005.  The event was a huge success with around 100 people attending.  Several MSP’s from various parties came to talk to the group to get more information and pledge their support.  We were able to talk to two ministers Andy Kerr and Silvia Jackson and we look forward to a continuing dialogue with the Scottish Executive on the matter.  The issue was featured on Newsnight Scotland, the lunchtime Scottish TV news and also in the Big Issue and local and national press.  We would like to thank Glasgow Council for Inclusive Living (GCIL) staff most sincerely for their administrative assistance in organising the lobby. 

We are still keen for people to sign the petition against charging for Community Care, copies of which are at the reception desk at GCIL, 117 Brook Street, Bridgeton, Glasgow. You can also add your support online - download a letter to send to your MSP and see pictures and more information about the lobby at the temporary GDA website www.gda-online.co.uk 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Updating the A – Z Directory
It is almost a year since Inclusion Scotland compiled and produced the Directory and we are now in the process of updating it so that we can provide you with a totally accurate and even fuller version in the near future.  If your organisation is listed, expect a phone call soon and if not, please send your details to us and we will create an entry for you (see the back of the newsletter for contact details.)  
The exciting news is that expansion of the Directory doesn’t end there.  We are also in the process of creating an online version, which will be self updating (well that means you guys will update it yourselves!)  And there will also be a CD version where users will be able to search for organisations much more easily.  
Election Report
Hustings Meeting at the GCIL

The Glasgow Centre for Inclusive Living (GCIL) held a lively hustings meeting, ahead of the general election, on Tuesday, May 3.

Representatives from all the major parties in Scotland, including Labour MP Mohammed Sarwar, answered questions from the audience on disability related issues.  

Other candidates included: Martha Wardrope, for the Green Party, standing for Glasgow Northwest; Murray Roxburgh, for the Scottish Tory and Unionist Party, also standing for Glasgow Northwest and Bill Kidd, Scottish National Party, standing for Glasgow Central.  Mick Eyre answered questions on behalf of the Scottish Socialist Party and Robert Brown, MSP for the Liberal Democrats, answered questions on behalf of his party, although he is not standing in this election.  
The first question came from Morag McKay of the Glasgow Disability Alliance.  She asked the parties where they stood on inclusive education and whether or not they are behind the policy of closing ‘special’ schools?  All of the representatives said that they did support inclusive education for disabled children but none of them were one hundred per cent behind the policy of closing all special schools.  Mr Sarwar pointed out that this is a devolved issue and that that this election is for the Westminster parliament.  Bill Kidd, SNP, said that he felt that all segregation in schools, including on the grounds of disability, religion or race, was unnecessary as it perpetuates a feeling of ‘difference.’ Robert Brown, Lib Dems, said that at the end of the day choice for the child, suitability and high standards are what is important in education.  Many of the people in the audience felt that it was important for the government to consult with disabled people about the experience of going to a ‘special’ school as this would help with future policy development.  

Jim Elder Woodward, Inclusion Scotland director, who was unable to attend, posed a three fold question concerning the government report ‘Improving the Life Chances for Disabled People,’ the definition of the social model and what the candidates proposed to do to put the report into practice.  All of the candidates admitted that they had not actually read the report and a number of them had not even heard of it but they did say they were going to research it after the meeting.

Other questions included - if money is the only excuse, why is so much being spent on defence?  Given the current chronic shortage of accessible accommodation, why is there no legislation to make a certain percentage of new build properties barrier free?  Why is there so much bureaucracy surrounding the provision of wheelchairs?  What can be done to stop the abuse of disabled access car parking spaces by non disabled drivers?  And do the political candidates believe that community care should be free at the point of delivery?’  
For more information about the meeting contact GCIL on 0141 550 4455.
News
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No napkins ... elderly might eat them 

A bright idea to alert pensioners to the wiles of conmen and sneak thieves has been put on hold because of fears that some elderly clients might not only take the advice but eat it. 
Health and safety rules were invoked to halt the distribution of free napkins printed with safety tips with meals-on-wheels in part of Gloucestershire, after organisers were warned that there should have been a risk assessment of choking hazards. 
The hiccup left pensioners' leaders and a local councillor spluttering, if not choking themselves at the instruction.  Pat Scannell of Gloucestershire Pensioners' Forum said, "To risk-assess a napkin is utterly ridiculous and an unnecessary cost to the taxpayer.  People shouldn't think all pensioners are senile.  Many volunteer for charities and drive buses." 
The napkins had already been printed with a simple slogan about not admitting strangers and details of the county's ‘Lock, stop, chain and check’ campaign for elderly or vulnerable people.  The plan is backed by local police and the county council, whose spokeswoman said, "We feel the napkins are a very good idea and see absolutely no reason why they shouldn't have been given out." 
But the delay has been sanctioned by the crime and disorder reduction partnership in Tewkesbury, where the problem was raised at a meeting intended to give the final go-ahead. 

The group's development manager, Debbie Kemp, said, "We were discussing it at the meeting and it was brought to our attention that we should consider health and safety issues.  "Things were put on hold while we checked the rules and made sure the napkins were safe."  According to Ms Kemp the checks had now been made, with the napkins assessed as "perfectly safe" and due to accompany the meat or fish, veg and pudding in between four and six weeks' time. 
Inclusion Scotland thinks this is the nanny state gone mad!
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Volunteering 
Working with Young Autistic People

The Asperger Support Project runs activity clubs for adolescents and adults with Asperger Syndrome with clubs for young adults (Leuchars) teenagers (Kirkcaldy) and adults (Dunfermline.)  Teenage clubs could be started in North-East and West Fife if staffing allowed.  Each club meets fortnightly in the early evening to improve the social skills of the young people who join.  Volunteers help with the clubs and provide transport for members.  For more information contact Linda Jenkins, Asperger Support Co-ordinator, tel 01383 621 289 or email Linda-jenkins@supanet.com.
Access Issues
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Leading the way in web access?

The internet has revolutionised the way many people communicate and find information but did you know that ‘most websites are inaccessible to many disabled people’ according to the foreword of the formal investigation into ‘The Web’ by the Disability Rights Commission (DRC).
This made Lead Scotland determined to make sure they created an accessible website.  Now, Lead Scotland’s new website has gone live www.lead.org.uk and they have provided a number of accessibility options including the facility to change colours and font sizes, an easy read version, sign language clips, access keys, two version of downloads and so on.  There are also links to other websites, which are keen to help further with accessibility.  
An automated tool ‘Bobby’ decrees Lead’s new website as AAA (very accessible).  However, automated tools are only half effective by themselves so, more importantly, Lead involved twenty disabled people with different impairments to test the draft pages.  

Lead Scotland is also inviting feedback on the new website so please get in touch with your comments either on 0131 317 3439 or enquiries@lead.org.uk.  A full report about Lead’s website development process can be printed or emailed if you are interested – contact Lead’s main office at Queen Margaret University College, Clerwood Terrace, Edinburgh, EH12 8TS
The report “The Web” (April 04), can be accessed by going to www.drc-gb.org.    
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Entertainment

[image: image3.wmf]Europe’s Biggest Tree House
The recently constructed tree house at Alnwick Garden in Northumberland is one of the biggest in the world and has been planned with disabled children ‘at the heart’ of its design.  The structure is 4,000sq ft and includes an area for eating, a timber decked veranda, shop, education resource rooms (the Roost) and high-rise walkways.  For more information about the tree house and gardens go to www.alnwickgarden.com or telephone 01665 511 350.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Useful Websites

The Blue Badge Network aims to assist all disabled people, and their families, of all ages for more information check out http://www.bluebadgenetwork.org/
International News

Iranian MPs Back Abortion Bill

Iran’s parliament has approved abortions in cases where the mother’s life is in danger or the child would be disabled, the official IRNA news agency has reported.

“It is the first time in the past 26 years that parliament dared to debate such a controversial law,” the agency said, referring to the period since the 1979 Islamic Revolution.

IRNA said opponents of the bill argued that many disabled people had played important roles in society and that the legislation was open to abuse.

Proponents of the law underlined the financial drain on families of disabled children.

IRNA said the legislation envisaged punishment for abuses of the law, but did not go into detail.  The legislation says an abortion would need a formal request from the parents in addition to the verdict of three specialists and the coroner’s office, IRNA reported.

Parliamentary legislation must be approved by the Guardian Council, a conservative watchdog comprising six clerics and six lawyers.

Taken from Reuters, April 2005.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Beauty Pageant Turns Ugly! From Denise Gildea
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Who woulda thought the world of American wheelchair beauty pageants could turn ugly?  Apparently Ms Wheelchair Wisconsin (no, not making it up) found herself stripped of her crown after photographers snapped her - shock, horror - standing up!
Lee at work
Janeal Lee, who has muscular dystrophy, lost her title after the pictures - which revealed that she could walk short distances - were printed in her local paper.  A steering committee led by the pageant state coordinator, herself a former Ms Wheelchair Wisconsin, decided the revelation might offend women who have to use their wheelchairs all the time.
"The way they see it, you're either 100 per cent disabled or 0 per cent disabled, when in reality everyone is somewhere in between," said Ms Lee.
But Judy Hoits, from the Wheelchair America Board of Directors, which is backing the decision, insisted, "We can't have title holders out there walking when they're seen in public."
How terribly unseemly that would be....................... 
Meetings
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Debating the Issue of Assisted Dying

Dr Ann Wilson, retired GP and Convenor of Inclusion Scotland, was invited to the Friends at the End meeting in January 2005 in order to explain the strong opposition that many disabled people have to any change in the law which would permit either physician assisted suicide or voluntary euthanasia.  She was accompanied by James Elder-Woodward, who is a director of Inclusion Scotland and also a prominent campaigner for the rights of disabled people.

Dr Wilson spoke about her medical background and her misgivings about the introduction of permissive abortion in the 1960s.  She pointed out that nowadays, a woman’s right to terminate an unwanted pregnancy has in effect become another method of contraception.  She suggested that, if assisted dying were legalised, there would be a real threat of abuse.  Also, although initially doctors could probably opt out by reason of personal and moral objections, as time went on and assisted dying became commonplace, these doctors would be expected and pressurised to join their colleagues in this function.  This is what has happened in the case of abortion so there is no doubting that the same would apply to assisted dying.  The medical profession would be come killers – not healers.  
Eventually, disabled or very ill people too would feel under pressure to submit to assisted dying as a matter of duty, in order to relieve burdens on family, friends and the state.  The pressures could be subtle.  Those harbouring thoughts of death could be gently coaxed towards assistance to die.  

In Ann’s view, very ill or disabled people should not be enabled to die but to live and should be supported and loved.  Their physical pain could be relieved by palliative medicine.  Instead of entertaining assisted dying, we could be improving palliative care.  

The disability movement has fought for equality of rights and responsibilities.  The tardy but eventual recognition of this equality for disabled people must not be put at risk by the legislation of assisted dying.  The importance of improving palliative care in preference to offering assisted dying is a common policy of the Disability Rights Commission (DRC) and is in line with the July 2004 House of Commons Health Committee report on palliative care and with the policies of other official bodies including the World Health Organisation.  
Mr Elder-Woodward spoke movingly on the need to disabled people to have the right to a life of ‘independent living’ as defined by the disabled people’s movement.  This is, to have the knowledge and resources to pursue a quality life of choice and equal opportunity.  It is a life where one is a valued member of society, experiencing the positives of an inclusive social group.  Both speakers believe that the campaign for the right to assisted death is a threat to disabled people’s future existence.  

Original report by Oman Taylor, Friends at the End

News

Social workers ‘using outdated methods’

Social workers are not doing the job they are trained to do and rely too heavily on outdated methods that do not work, according to a review.
Their managers in local authorities and other large bodies are accused of running services that respond only in a crisis and have become so risk-averse and bureaucratic that it has become impossible for social workers to do their jobs. 
The conclusions come in an interim report commissioned by Peter Peacock, the education minister, titled ‘The 21st Century Social Work Review.’  

Headed by Willy Roe, a former councillor and consultant, the review was launched in the aftermath of a series of high-profile failures.  The report suggests change will be necessary, and may include encouraging communities to take greater responsibility for tackling social problems. 
Para-professionals and the voluntary sector may also form part of what Mr Roe described as ‘a new network of social services’.  Final conclusions are not expected to be delivered to ministers until the autumn.
The findings have already provoked an angry reaction from the Convention of Scottish Local Authorities (Cosla), which said they called into question the credibility of the review, as well as concern from the Association of Directors of Social Work (ADSW).
Members of both organisations believe the review group does not have evidence to justify its conclusions, and that the interim report has been excessively influenced by anecdote.  The review has clarified the role of social workers, which Mr Roe says may span various settings but is rooted in ‘a common core of knowledge, skills and values.’

The report states that while social work should be about building relationships with clients, this is not happening, and adds, "There appears to be a growing mismatch between what social workers feel they are trained to do and what they are required to do."
Staff are burdened with excessive paperwork and bureaucracy, claims the report.  In response, Councillor Eric Jackson, Cosla's social work spokesman, said, "These comments simply do not reflect a social work profession that my colleagues and I work in."
He said COSLA did not object to change, but said the review group had not identified the real issues and added that major stakeholders such as Cosla, ADSW and the unions had not been consulted prior to the interim report.  Mr Jackson said many of those involved in the review – which includes representatives from local authorities, health boards, charities, police & schools – would be unhappy that such strong views were being expressed at this half-way stage.  ADSW insiders express similar concerns regarding the premature nature of some of the statements in the interim report. From the Herald newspaper April 2005

News

Can you be drunk in charge or a Shoprider Scooter?

English magistrates are not sure whether they can ban a disabled man from driving his scooter after he crashed his vehicle whilst being twice the legal limit for driving.

Andrew Robertson, 68, originally from Perthshire, crashed the £5,300 Shoprider Delux scooter off a pavement near a primary school in March 2005 in the Hertfordshire town of Bishop’s Stortford.  He had consumed five pints of beer at this local club before he climbed behind the wheel.  

At a court hearing he was banned from driving his scooter for three years but the court set aside the ban after it was discovered that the scooter might be exempt from the laws on drink driving.  Magistrates now have until May 5 to decide whether his vehicle is exempt and if he can be banned from driving it.  

Mr Robertson said later that a ban would make him a prisoner in his own home.  “If you are disabled you don’t just want to sit there all day on your own.  You want to go out.  The scooter is my legs, it’s my only way of getting out of my house to the shops, to meet people.  I can’t afford to keep getting taxis.  They are trying to imprison me in my own home,” he said.  He added that he found the whole matter ‘hilarious.’
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----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Dates for Your Diary 

Saturday, May 14th  Edinburgh - Changing Faces Early Years Day.  The event is aimed at families who have a child aged 1 – 5 years who have a condition which affects their appearance.  The programme includes managing other people’s reactions; building self esteem and preparing from nursery/primary school.  Places are limited and there is a charge of £15 per family.  For more information tel 0845 4500 275 or email info@changingfaces.org.uk
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Inclusion Scotland welcomes new members, feedback, news and views for our newsletters.  For more information and back copies of the newsletters look at our website – www.inclusionscotland.org 

To contribute email: lizr@inclusionscotland.org  

For further membership information email: info@inclusionscotland.org or write to Joan Taft at Studio 53, Abbey Mill Business Centre, 
Paisley PA1 1TJ Tel: 0141 887 7058 Fax: 0141 848 7551
You can also read our Manifesto For Inclusion at http://www.inclusionscotland.org/about/manifesto 
Views expressed in this newsletter do not necessarily reflect those of Inclusion Scotland, who will not necessarily be bound by its contents.






