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Inclusion Scotland Attends the SNP Conference by Joan Taft
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Tuesday 20th September saw me packing up my car with numerous boxes and setting off for the SNP Conference in Aviemore.  The car radio conked out between Perth & Aviemore due to loss of signal. Setting the radio to auto-tune, my ears were later blasted by Heartland Radio, the song, Dean Martin’s “Everybody loves somebody sometimes” – a bit surreal while driving through moorland in the approaching dusk.

On Wednesday, I set up Inclusion Scotland’s stall in the Osprey Arena of Aviemore Highland Resort.  Over the next 3 days, the stall was visited by numerous SNP MSPs, MPs, local authority Councillors and branch members.  Other organisations exhibiting at the conference also took time to stop and chat.  Alex Salmond even stopped by to say hello and shook my hand – I haven’t washed it since!   

The Fringe Meeting on Inclusive Education organised by Inclusion Scotland was well attended by a cross section of SNP members.  Prior to the fringe meeting Bill & I handed out ‘flyers’ and an information pack on Inclusion Scotland’s position on Inclusive Education.  This pack also gave four accounts of disabled people’s experience of ‘segregated’ education.   Thanks must go to Sandra White MSP who agreed to speak at this.  Sandra made clear her support for Inclusion Scotland and gave some detail of her work on the Scottish parliament’s Equal Opportunities Committee. 

It was agreed at the meeting that the mainstreaming of all children is good for society and the educational environment should be planned with disabled children in mind first, and that adequate training should be given to teachers and educational assistants.  

Inclusion Scotland Attends the SNP Conference
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The sporting and leisure activities of disabled children was also discussed, and it was raised that health & Safety is often used as an excuse to exclude disabled children from sporting and leisure activities.  

Inclusive education/mainstreaming was relevant to the conference as a resolution entitled ‘Presumption of mainstreaming in Education’ was put forward by Fiona Hyslop MSP & Adam Ingram MSP.

“The conference calls on the Scottish Executive to reappraise the operation of the mainstreaming policy to examine the experience of pupils with special needs, to assess whether adequate resources are available for that provision and whether, in reality, all pupils have the opportunity to fulfil their potential and that appropriate options are made available to parents and children.

The conference also calls on local authorities to seek to ensure that the appropriate educational facilities are available for all pupils, that realistic options are provided and that the valuable experience of those teaching children with additional support needs can be more widely shared”

The conference agreed to send this resolution back to the shadow cabinet plan.  Jim MacLeod, a Port Glasgow delegate of the SNP and General Secretary of Inclusion Scotland warned the conference that it would send a signal that the party was in favour of ‘segregation’ of disabled pupils and that special schools ‘are not that special’.

To sum up, having the stall and hosting a fringe meeting was a great success for Inclusion Scotland as it gave Bill and I the chance to speak to and give information to a number of branches, councillors etc from areas where we have had very little contact in the past.  The event also raised the profile of Inclusion Scotland. 

If you are interested in receiving an information pack on Inclusive Education please contact Joan at Inclusion Scotland – contact details are at the end of the newsletter.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Transport

Fare for All – Public Transport in the Glasgow Area

A short working group has been set up with representatives from community groups, voluntary organisations, NHS Greater Glasgow, Glasgow City Council and Strathclyde Passenger Transport to look into the issue of access to public transport in Glasgow for older and disabled people.  
If you are interested in completing a questionnaire or for more information about the project, contact Kate Munro 0141 232 0166 or visit www.nhsgg.org.uk/fareforall.
Reports

[image: image3.jpg]



Disability Consultation Murrayfield Event

by Dr Ann Wilson
Organised by the DWP, the September 5 consultation event was the first of four being held across the UK to respond to two questions asked arising from the strategy document – ‘Improving the Life Chances of Disabled People’.  These questions were:

On the proposed Office for Disability Issues:

1. What should be the immediate priorities for an Office for Disability Issues and what should it achieve in the medium to long term?
2. How can an Office for Disability Issues best represent the views of disabled people?
The National Forum for Organisations of Disabled People:

1. How can we ensure fair representation of disabled adults, disabled young people, and disabled children and their families?

2. How can we ensure that the Forum can engage with as many disabled people as possible, especially those who, at the moment, are not given the opportunity to express their views and opinions effectively?

This was a very well organised day with two hour long sessions devoted to working groups on each issue.  The working groups were divided into small groups each with their own facilitator.  This format gave everyone a real chance to be heard.  

The group I attended came to the following conclusions on the Proposed Office for Disability Issues:

· This office should be taken out of the DWP (where it could sink into oblivion) 
· It should be cross departmental at government corporate level – in the office of the Prime Minister or Deputy Prime Minister

· It should be geographically dispersed

· It should employ as many disabled people as possible

· It should be a beacon of good practice

On the proposed National Forum for Organisations of Disabled People:

· It was agreed that such a forum should be truly representative of all disabled people including children, younger people and those who would wish to use advocates to have their voices heard.

· The forum would also need to pay attention to a fair and equitable geographical representation across the whole of the UK. 

The sting came at the tail of the meeting when it was announced that an advisory group would be appointed to aid the creation of the Forum.  A report will be produced on the outcomes of the four consultation events and I look forward to reading this with interest.

Art & Exhibitions
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VIPs Required to Test Kelvingrove Displays

Kelvingrove Museum & Art Gallery is looking for volunteers with visual impairments to help them try out some new displays.
They are looking for up to 10 volunteers, with visual impairments, to listen to audio recordings.  These recordings will be part of the new displays at Kelvingrove and they want to make sure that they are suitable, and easy to understand.

No specialist knowledge is required - just be prepared to discuss and make comments on what you hear.  It will be a mixture of voices, sound and music.  It's your chance to have a say in the New Kelvingrove.  Your comments will be used to improve or modify the audio recordings.
It's a friendly and informal hour and a half on the following days:

	Thursday
	17 November
	2pm - 3.30pm

	
	
	

	Thursday
	15 December
	2pm - 3.30pm


They will provide refreshments and pay for return taxi fares from your home to the McLellan Galleries, 270 Sauchiehall Street Glasgow G2 3EH

If you would like to take part, or find out more, please call:

Lu McNair, Temporary Project Curator, McLellan Galleries 0141 565 4107 or Email - lu.mcnair@cls.glasgow.gov.uk 
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----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 Launches New Website

Momentum’s new website was unveiled in September, following a major redesign.
The site has many new features and contains information about all of the services that the organisation offers across Scotland.
You can read the latest news from Momentum, updated regularly, and success stories from the people the organisation has helped to move on with their lives.
There’s a ‘Who’s Who?’ guide to their staff, the chance to take part in their latest fundraising challenges, and job opportunities will be posted online.
A key focus has been on making both the content and design of the site more accessible, and on reflecting their ongoing expansion and development.
Check out www.momentumscotland.org and let your colleagues and friends know. They can also sign up for the e-bulletin from the site.

Hobbies & Leisure
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Ramblers on a roll, courtesy of Gannett’s grant

Exploring the countryside is no longer an uphill struggle for the Forth & Tay Disabled Ramblers.  As the Glenrothes-based charity acquired two new scooters recently, after receiving an award of £10,500 from a charitable foundation sponsored by Gannett, the parent company of The Herald.
Forth & Tay Disabled Ramblers (FTDR) was founded in 2001 ‘to relieve the needs of disabled people through outdoor recreation and appreciation of the countryside’.  The club has more than 80 members who enjoy regular weekend rambles on routes including the West Highland Way.
Jan McDonald, the club's chairperson, said the charity aimed to promote social inclusion.  "Many disabled people don't have the confidence to strike it out alone. Some of our members are socially isolated, because they don't have a close family network, so they don't have the means to get out and about. We provide volunteers to drive vans, pick people up, get out on the scooter, get some fresh air and exercise."
The group already had 18 scooters based in Glenrothes.  But the two new heavy-duty Beamer Trampers are designed to accommodate members who have a heart condition and an underlying weight problem.
Mrs McDonald said, "In the past, someone who is 20 stone might have thought they could never do outdoor activities. But the new scooters will help them get out and about.  In the long term, ideally, I would like to see more walks in Scotland with scooters on site so members don't have to use lorries to transport scooters around the country."
FTDR is one of several Scottish charities who successfully applied to the Gannett Foundation in April 2005.  
The Gannett Foundation distributes more than £6.1m annually in grants in Britain and the US.  The foundation supports projects that take a creative approach to issues such as education and neighbourhood improvements, youth development, cultural enrichment and support for the disadvantaged.
"Priority is given to local community organisations for equipment or running costs of projects in the areas of help for homeless people, after-school activities for disadvantaged children, youth organisations and community safety initiatives," said Margaret Strayton, the group editorial manager for Newsquest and a trustee of the Gannett Foundation in the UK.  The official application form and a copy of the Gannett Foundation guidelines can be obtained from Colin McDiarmid, executive editor, The Herald, 200 Renfield Street, Glasgow G2 3QB.
Taken from the Herald Newspaper

Books & Publications

Walking on Wheels! 50 Wheel-friendly Walks In Scotland
[image: image7.wmf]Eva McCracken, the author of Walking on Wheels, was once a keen walker before Multiple Sclerosis resulted in occasional and then more frequent use of a wheelchair.  In 2000 she discovered the joys of rambling in an outdoor electric scooter.  After five years of collecting information on trails accessible to wheelchair users she decided to choose 50 of these routes, each of a varying degree of difficulty, and seek a publisher. 

Eva contacted Cualann Press, and they have agreed to publish her book as Eva’s passion, her enthusiasm, and sheer commitment are impossible to resist.

This is the first book of its kind in Scotland - specifically geared to the wheelchair user.  The need for information on accessible trails has never been addressed before and this book gives the reader accurate and relevant information.  It is not a scientific or objective study of paths and trails.  Instead the author has drawn on her personal and professional experiences and describes the level of difficulty the wheelchair user may encounter on each route.

Eva’s perspective is unique - she practised her profession as an Occupational Therapist both north and south of the Border in health and social care settings. Having lived with benign MS for 20 years, she retired from clinical work in 1996. In 2000, she set up the Scottish Disabled Ramblers which, in turn, set up four regional groups in Scotland for disabled rambling.

Walking On Wheels will have an RRP of around £12.00. It will be an item of quality – probably around 144 pages (full colour) in Wire-o bound paperback on high quality (possibly 150gsm) sealed paper. It will include 50 colour-coded maps and 50 colour photographs relating to the walks.

Initial research indicates between 1,000 and 3,000 copies should be published for general distribution. 

For this book to come to fruition and be accessible and affordable for those who can benefit directly, the publishers are seeking support.  For this reason a ‘Rambling on Wheels’ Charitable Trust is being set up.  They are already in touch with key organisations, and there is real enthusiasm for the book.  Financial assistance could be by way of sponsorship, advertising, donations or guaranteed purchase of copies when published.  For more information or to order a copy in advance, contact cualann@btinternet.com
Travel & Tourism
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Accessible Destinations in Spain

As it is quickly becoming winter, a wee trip to a more temperate clime (that is also accessible) might be on your mind.  El Centro del Medio Marino - the Visitor's Centre by the lighthouse, and the surrounding walkways – is one such location that allows persons with reduced mobility to enjoy breathtaking views over the cliffs.

Asturias is located in the north of Spain : Gozón is the most northern area there and stretches over 42Km on the coast and its capital is Luanco.  Its location is privileged as it's quite near the most important cities: Avilés, 13 km (AS-238), Gijón, 18 km (AS-239) and the capital of this autonomous community, Oviedo , is only 40 km far by the Freeway known as "Y". 
In front of the Centro del Medio Marino (Visitor's Centre building) there's a picnic area (the ground is the natural surface and quite uneven) next to the parking area (specific disabled parking spaces are not available at the moment) from where visitors approach the centre via a ramped access that leads to the main entrance along a raised timber walkway with handrails.  Tickets are sold at the reception area in the Visitors Centre and tourist information about the area is available too.  There's a little shop and a toilet on the right hand side ( not adapted but can accommodate a wheelchair and there's turning space).  All exhibition rooms are on the ground floor on one level: the aisle from Room 3 to Room 4 narrows at some points (as the walls resemble rock) but it's still wheelchair accessible (depending on size of wheelchair).  Information on the Cape , this particular Lighthouse and other lighthouses over the world, storms, sea surges (and ‘galerna’, as is named the violent north-west wind on this northern part of Spain), shipwrecks and the environmental resources, is provided through panels, photographs and films. 
Timber boardwalks have been designed to create a raised accessible walkway through the delicate areas of vegetation and uneven ground to spectacular and stunning views from cliff-tops.  This walk not only provides access to amazing views of the coastline, it also provides an insight into the area's social and environmental history as a range of panels, at wheelchair height , have been installed along the walkway, displaying information on local Geology, Archaeology, Flora, etc.  There's a little bar-restaurant (privately run and owned) at one of the ends of the walkway with an outdoor serviced accessible area (terraza), but there are a couple of steps at the entrance of the building (two levels inside). 
Opening Times are Monday to Sunday from 10.30 - 14.00 and from 16.30 - 20 h.  For more information on Centro del Medio Marino de Peñas E-mail: turismogozon@yahoo.es 

I have been to Asturias – it is really beautiful; untouched part of Spain but you will have to like seafood if you go and the weather is slightly more inclement than the rest of Spain.  I would recommend it though – Liz.

Entertainment
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50 Wheel-friendly Trails in Scotland ‘

Eva McCracken




Turning on Digital

The UK government has a job of work to do in explaining how it intends to cater to older people for the switch on to digital television in Britain.  UK Culture Secretary Tessa Jowell has set out a timetable for switching off the analogue signal and changing over to digital television.  By 2012, it's expected that every viewer in the UK will be watching digital TV.  The Border area will be the first in 2008, followed by the Grampian and STV areas in 2010. 

But Help the Aged has cautioned on the package of measures promised by Jowell to help older people and other vulnerable groups.  "Switch-over to digital television will inevitably be a confusing process for many people, so Tessa Jowell's announcement that extra support will be provided to vulnerable groups such as older people is welcome," says HTA's David Sinclair.  "However, the devil will be in the detail. The Government has a job of work to do to make the case to older people in clear, easy-to-understand terms."

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Dates for Your Diary 
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The DRC is holding an event in Edinburgh at Dynamic Earth on Tuesday 22 November 08.00 - 09.30: Breakfast at 07.45 explaining the Disability Discrimination Act (DDA) and employment - what it means for employers and promoting good practice.  

Carers Rights Day 2005 - Friday 2nd December:  Carers Rights Day aims to: increase take up of benefits available to carers and their families; ensure that carers access their rights under relevant legislation; raise awareness of the needs of carers; help individuals recognise themselves as carers. 
The theme of Carers Rights Day 2005 is on older carers, with particular emphasis on the take up of pension credit.  To register visit the website at www.carerscotland.org and click on the Carers Rights Day logo or for more information contact Jane Mitchell, Carers Rights Day Coordinator on 020 7566 7623 or email carersrightsday@carersuk.org or Fiona Collie at Carers Scotland on 0141 221 9141 email fiona@carerscotland.org
Inclusion Scotland welcomes new members, feedback, news & views.  For more information and back copies of the newsletters look at our website – www.inclusionscotland.org to contribute email: lizr@inclusionscotland.org  

For further membership information email: info@inclusionscotland.org or write to Joan Taft at Studio 53, Abbey Mill Business Centre, 
Paisley PA1 1TJ Tel: 0141 887 7058 Fax: 0141 848 7551
Views expressed in this newsletter do not necessarily reflect those of Inclusion Scotland, who will not necessarily be bound by its contents.
