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European Year Of Disabled People

PROGRESS  ‘I S’

INCLUSION SCOTLAND

Charity No.  SC 031619


Dear Friends,

The Inclusion Scotland team would like to wish all its members, friends and supporters a very Merry Christmas and a Happy and exiting New Year

Whilst we realise that you probably will have other things on your mind, we thought we would keep you posted on the progress of Inclusion Scotland’s Development over 2002. 

Development;

We have met with representatives of the Scottish Executive on several occasions throughout the year in order to finalise the proposed initial funding package we need to get IS up and running.  This process has proved more challenging than we first envisaged, but the negotiations have moved forward in leaps and bounds with the Equality Unit in the last three months, and we can now look forward to an exiting and busy time in 2003.

We have secured some funding to set up our IT and Communication Project in the current financial year.  We hope to have two members of staff to run the project.  We have taken on Bill Campbell in the meantime to initiate the project and will employ an Administrative Officer early in the New Year. The initial stages of the project involve:-

· Setting up an office:
We have identified an office at Abbey Mill Business Centre, Paisley, which we are in the process of fitting out.  

· Building a Web Site:  
We have commissioned Jim Byrne from Glasgow to build the site and train us how to manage it.  We will be on line early in the New Year at www.inclusionscotland.org 

·  Gathering and disseminating information:  


We are currently compiling a Data-base of IS members, supporters, contacts etc.  If you can tell us of any groups in your area we can contact, please let us know.  We would also be very grateful if member groups could send us a short profile on the general work of the group, campaigns you are involved in, ideas you may have for the European Year, useful contacts etc, in order that we can include this information on the web site.  We need as much input as possible from you to make this project a success! Please email any info you have to Bill Campbell at bc.is@btopenworld.com
Other projects:  


· We submitted a project bid to the European Year Of Disabled People project bid scheme.  The idea behind the project was to conduct a mapping exercise of Scotland to identify where disability groups are, and equally important where there are gaps.  Unfortunately, we were unsuccessful in the bid itself, but the messages of support we have had from elsewhere has encouraged us to seek funding from other sources.

· Groups Development Project:
 We are currently working with Sandy Marshall, Groups Development Manager of the British Council Of Disabled People, with a view to submitting a bid to set up this project in Scotland.  We will keep you posted on this as it develops.

· Disability Equality Training Accreditation Project:  Morag Mackay is currently putting together a research bid proposal in order to carry this initiative forward.  Again, we will keep you posted. 

As mentioned above, we are also in the process of identifying other sources of funding in order to give IS as wide a funding base as possible.  You can help us in this by telling us of any funding sources you know about and the best way to approach them.

Conference and AGM 2202:  
We held our first conference and AGM in Hamilton at the beginning of March.  The event was a real signposting exercise for IS and was a great success.  We are currently in the process of printing the conference report and we will send it to you early in the New Year.

Conference and AGM 2003:  
We have provisionally booked the same venue in Hamilton for our 2003 Conference and AGM to be held on Saturday May 31st.   

As we are at the early developmental stages of the conference, we would welcome your ideas on themes, workshops, speakers etc.  Your participation at this early stage is vital if the conference is to be truly inclusive. We would also welcome volunteers to set up a conference committee to oversee the event.  We would offer full support to the committee.  Please contact Bill Campbell at the address at the end of the Newsletter for more details.

European Year Of Disabled People:

Bill Campbell has represented Inclusion Scotland on both the Scottish and UK Co-ordinating committees of the EYDP.  Scotland came out very well in the project bids. We secured 22 of the 171 bids in total, with 19 local bids and 3 larger bids.  We will also be involved in the 6 UK wide bids that were successful. You can see all the successful bids on www.disability.gov.uk 

The Scottish launch of the European Year Of Disabled People will take place on Thursday evening 23rd  January at the Edinburgh International Conference Centre. For details of the launch please contact Graeme Bryce or David Thompson of the Scottish Executive at  Graeme.Bryce@scotland.gsi.gov.uk or   david.thomson@scotland.gov.uk
You can also find out more about the European Year at the above website and also on www.eypd2003.org  The Scottish Executive are also considering setting up an EYDP site  and we will also keep you informed on our site once it is up and running. 

We have produced a leaflet entitled “WHO Are We” (attached to this mailing).  We are distributing it widely across Scotland and hope to reach as many people as possible.  You can help IS greatly by reproducing this leaflet and distributing it in your area and sending it out in your general mailings. 

Finally, in order to ensure the success of IS, may I ask that those of you who have not yet joined Inclusion Scotland consider joining.  Please also tell others about us. We are gradually getting IS known throughout Scotland, and beyond, and with your help we can keep the momentum going. 

Remember,  “Nothing About Us, Without US” 

We will be back in touch very soon regarding IS progress and conference and other related information.  In the meantime, please don’t hesitate to get in touch and give us your views on our progress to date and also the A.G.M & Conference.  Please also remember to give us a short profile of your group for insertion on our website.

Once again, we hope you have a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Dr Ann Wilson.

Convenor 

Inclusion Scotland,

 Studio 53,

Abbey Mill Business Centre,

 Paisley. PA1 1TJ.

Tel
0141 887 7058

Fax
0141 848 7551 

Email bc.is@btopenworld.com
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