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European Disability Forum (EDF) Annual General Assembly 2006 

A representative from Inclusion Scotland attended the EDF’s Annual General Assembly in Rome as associate members on May 27th and 28th 2006.  The following are the main points and decisions of the event:
Election of a new Board member and Executive Committee Member
Due to the withdrawal of EDF Board and Executive Committee member, Craig Crowley (European Union of the Deaf), the Annual General Assembly elected a new Board member.  There were three candidates for the position : Pierre Mertens, International Federation of Hydrocephalus and Spina Bifida, (IF), Yannis Yallouris, European Union of the Deaf, (EUD) and Guy Verdot, DEBRA-Europe.    The new elected Board member is Pierre Mertens (IF).

Following this election, the Board elected a new Executive Committee member from two candidates : John Evans (European Network for Independent Living ENIL) and John Patrick Clarke (European Down Syndrome Association EDSA). John Patrick Clarke was elected.
Both were elected until 2009.

EDF Campaign on Structural Funds - how to ensure the implementation of disability mainstreaming and accessibility requirements within the revised Regulation of Structural Funds

This session outlined the main results of EDF campaigns and actions to be undertaken urgently. The rule framework regulating the Structural Funds will ensure the consideration of accessibility and non-discrimination in all projects financed with EU funding. Furthermore, it will be possible for disabled people's organisations to take part in the monitoring of the implementation in the Member States and to co-fund projects under the structural funds. 
The General Assembly had a fruitful discussion on how to go forward and benefit fully from the potential of these new possibilities. The importance for EDF members to take action immediately at national level was stressed. 

10th EDF anniversary campaign

The General Assembly adopted the strategy for the 10th EDF anniversary.  Among other things, the strategy includes the relaunch of the campaign for a disability specific EU directive as well as a EU wide public event in Brussels in the Autumn 2007.   To support the 10th anniversary campaign and to set the framework of EDF objectives for the next decade, a draft declaration was presented to the AGA and discussed. 

According to the comments made at the General Assembly, a revised campaign strategy document and Declaration will be sent out for consultation to AGA official delegates and EDF members for their comments by the end of August.

The Board is due to adopt the revised campaign strategy document as well as the draft declaration during his next meeting in October 2006.

Resolution on the active termination of life of new born children with impairments and the right to live

The General Assembly adopted a resolution on the active termination of life of new born children with impairments and the right to live. The Resolution was initiated by IF – the International Federation of Hydrocephalus and Spina Bifida. Following a discussion, a number of amendments were adopted prior to the adoption of the whole resolution. The Board was given the responsibility for the inclusion of the amendments in the resolution. 

The resolution is broad in its scope, but it should in particular be seen in the light of recent developments in the Netherlands, where active determination of the lives of infants has taken place immediately after birth, because these infants were born with impairments that were considered to be too severe or causing unbearable suffering. These acts have been committed without following legal sanctions.

EDF position on international convention on rights of people with disabilities

The General Assembly discussed and adopted an EDF position paper regarding the eighth and final session of the UN ad hoc committee for the negotiation of an International Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.

EDF policy paper on Community living

The General Assembly discussed an EDF policy paper on community living prepared by the community living task force, of which Inclusion Scotland Director Jim Elder-Woodward is a member. The task force was complimented for its work. Delegates had a number of comments and proposals for changes, and the paper will be adapted in order to meet these proposals.

According to the comments made at the General Assembly, the paper will be circulated for consultation again, the deadline for submission of comments will be the end of August. 

The Board meeting in October is expected to adopt the final version of the document. 

The General Assembly approved that the community living task force continue its work with the status of an EDF permanent committee.

Review of financial strategy – definition of membership fees 

The General Assembly discussed and adopted the proposal from the Board for a new financial strategy aiming to ensure a 20% co-funding as required by the European Commission.  There were 56 votes in favour, 13 voted against and 16 delegates abstained from voting.  This new financial strategy will mean an increase in membership fees.

2004-2005 final accounts

The General Assembly adopted the accounts and board discharge for 2004 -2005. 

2006-2007 Budget and work programme
The General Assembly adopted the budget and the work programme for 2006-2007.  

Marcel Bobeldijk, European Federation of Hard of Hearing People-Europe (EFHOH-Europe) and Gisèle Marlière, Belgian Disability Forum were reelected as internal auditors for the financial year 2006-2007.

EDF Annual report (2005-2006)

The EDF annual report was adopted by the General Assembly. This year the report has been restructured in order to make it easier to read and more understandable for external partners. The General Assembly saw this restructuring as a positive step. The layout and the language will be adapted slightly to meet recommendations from the General Assembly and it will be made available in easy-to-read text.

Membership issues

The General Assembly adopted to exclude of a number of member organisations. 
The decision for exclusion resulted from the non-payment of membership fees as well as the lack of participation in EDF activities.  
All the excluded organisation were informed and agreed to their exclusion prior to the General Assembly. 

If you would like more details on this event contact Bill Campbell billc@inclusionscotland.org or visit the European Disability Forum Web Site at http://www.edf-feph.org/en/welcome.htm 
Whilst this was very much a business AGM, there was much positive debate around the issues highlighted above.  It was an excellent opportunity to network at a European level and get Inclusion Scotland’s work firmly on the map. 

Bill Campbell
