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Inclusion Scotland calls on all MSPs to give their support to Disabled Parking Bay Bill
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Jackie Baillie MSP (pictured) is seeking to introduce a member’s bill which would make all disabled persons parking bays legally enforceable. This would mean anyone caught abusing a disabled persons parking bay could be fined. 

This proposal has huge support from disabled people unable to 
access various services through the thoughtlessness of those uncaring of the harm they cause.  

At consultation the Bill proposal had over 90% public support with unanimous support from organisations of, and for, disabled people. Inclusion Scotland is calling on all MSPs who have not yet signed the Bill to consider doing so. 

Disabled people should not have access to services and their homes denied to 

them. The current voluntary system manifestly does not work and disabled people

need your assistance to play their full part in society.
Inclusion Scotland would encourage everyone to lobby their local MSP to support the Disabled Parking Bay Bill. 
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Inclusion Scotland Staff Profile

Once again it is time to introduce you to the folk that do the hard graft at Inclusion Scotland!  This month it is the turn of our new Policy Officer Bill Scott. 
Bill’s Background
BA Sociology Stirling University, 1978

Certificate in Employment Law, Heriot Watt Business School, 1995

I’ve previously worked as a civil servant in the old Department of Employment; as a welfare rights worker; as a training and development worker on employment rights for Edinburgh Trades Council; as a Racial Equality Officer; as manager of Lothian Anti-Poverty Alliance; as deputy manager of Pilton Community Health Project and as a Senior Researcher in the last Scottish Parliament (2003-7).  I’ve written several articles on radical folk songs which were published in “Frontline” magazine and have ghost written a few more on various topics.

Bill’s Favourites

Films: 

It’s a Wonderful Life, The Searchers, Saving Private Ryan, Matewan, Spartacus and many, many more

TV:

The West Wing, The Apprentice, Frasier, Our Friends in the North

Books:

Joseph Knight (James Robertson),  A Dance Called America (Dr Jim Hunter), The Lord of the Rings (Tolkein),  To Kill a Mockingbird (Harper Lee), Lincoln (Gore Vidal)

Bands:

Van Morrison, The Who, The Jam, The Temptations

Hobbies:

Eating and drinking with my partner Monica and our friends; watching films and reading books; singing folk songs; writing articles on folk songs and Scottish history; conducting radical history tours of the Old Town.
Things I Don’t Like: People bullying or picking on others.
News and Information 

Goodbye Alison!
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As many of you are aware Inclusion Scotland’s Training Co-ordinator 




and Outreach Officer, Alison Wilson, left the organisation on Friday



6th July.

Alison has now taken up post as Deputy Manager and Volunteer Co-ordinator at You First Advocacy in Paisley.  Inclusion Scotland’s staff, directors and members wish Alison all the very best in her new job and for the future.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Insight Radio Launch
Inclusion Scotland recently attended Insight Radio’s (Europe’s first radio station for blind and partially sighted people) launch on Thursday 5th July in Glasgow
The Sony Award winning station, already broadcasting worldwide on the internet, can now be heard on 101FM in the Glasgow area. 

RNIB Radio Services Manager, Ross Macfadyen said at the official launch:

“Today we are marking the official launch of the radio service on 101FM in Glasgow and our new name ‘Insight Radio’.  Since going on air we’ve had a brilliant six months winning a Sony award and great feedback from our listeners.  Now we’re looking forward to more exciting developments.”

Insight Radio provides blind and partially sighted listeners with quick and easy access to information and public services as well as leisure, recreational and social opportunities to help reduce feelings of isolation.  

The station broadcasts from 8am – 5pm, Monday to Friday.  Listeners enjoy a varied programme mix ranging from newspapers and magazine reviews, music request programmes, interactive phone-ins and lifestyle and feature programmes.  

Insight Radio is funded by RNIB Scotland with support from stakeholder organizations including Glasgow City Council, East Renfrewshire Council and South Lanarkshire Council.

You can listen to Insight Radio by tuning into 101FM or by logging on to www.insightradio.co.uk
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Scottish Elections Review

The Scottish Elections Review are inviting comments on the administration of the recent Scottish elections.  These comments will be considered as

part of the preparation of their report, which will be published in early September 2007. 

You can comment by:

Submitting a comment through the website – www.scottishelectionreview.org.uk
E-mail – consultation@scottishelectionsreview.org.uk
Write to – The Scottish Elections Review, 93 George Street, Edinburgh, EH2 3ES

Comments should be received by 31st July 2007.
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ACUMEN Inverclyde Research
ACUMEN is a mental health service user led support network covering five council areas including Inverclyde. We promote the voice of service users and support workers as equal partners in the 

development of services and the promotion of wellbeing and recovery.

We are currently carrying out a short term project in Inverclyde and we are looking for people to participate. We believe that instead of focusing on the “needs” of people with mental health problems and dwelling on the negative aspects of experiencing mental ill health, it is important to focus on the skills, knowledge and positive experience that people have. To this end our project seeks to find out about the abilities of people living within Greenock and Port Glasgow who are over 18, have a mental health problem and are out of work.

For further information or an informal chat please contact Aileen Bell at ACUMEN, Room 2015, Mile End Mill, 12 Seedhill Road, Paisley PA1 1JS, Tel. 0141 887 9103 or e-mail on aileen@acumennetwork.org
One Million for Disability: Sign Up for Disability Rights

50 million disabled citizens have the ambition to become equal citizens.  One minute of your time can change the lives of 50 million disabled citizens SIGN NOW to reach one million signatures.  To sign up visit: http://www.1million4disability.eu/sign.asp?langue=EN
Look OK...Feel Crap?
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It is commonly held belief that young adulthood is a time of freedom and fun but for one in ten young Scots who are affected by depression and other emotional or mental health conditions life can be anything but fun!

 

That is why Depression Alliance Scotland (DAS) who are the leading National Charity in Scotland who work to provide information and support to those affected by depression have just launched a new  hard-hitting national campaign called Look OK...Feel Crap?
 

This campaign aims to raise awareness of common emotional health problems, like low mood, anxiety and depression in young adults and encourage young adults with depression throughout Scotland to seek help rather than suffer in silence. It also offers tips on coping with depression and highlights a range of help and support options that are available for young people in Scotland.

 

For more information you can phone DAS on 0845 123 23 20 or log onto www.dascot.org
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Scottish Independent Advocacy Alliance AGM
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The SIAA AGM took place on 27th June in Glasgow and was attended by 150 delegates.  The SIAA launched their DVD – “Advocacy – A Voice to Trust”.  The DVD is an introduction to independent advocacy and illustrates what a huge difference it 

can make to peoples’ lives.  The DVD is available in English, French, Chinese, Arabic, Urdu, Farsi, Somali as well as subtitles and BSL. If you would like a copy of the DVD please email - enquiry@siaa.org.uk.
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 “Bums off Seats”
“Bums off Seats”, the Fife Walking for Health initiative, is a Fife-wide project, one of over 60 in Scotland. It aims to increase the number of people (disabled and non-disabled) who walk locally for the associated health benefits.

The walk at Lochore Meadows on a Wednesday afternoon of around 2.5 miles is open to scooter and outdoor powerchair users. Please call Lochore on 01592 583343 for more information and a copy of the Lochore “Bums off Seats” programme. 

Blue Badges in Scotland
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Any person in Scotland issued with a Blue Badge (pictured) or having their Badge renewed will now receive the new-style format which includes the hologram, providing extra security against theft and fraud.Also, to assist in displaying the Badge correctly the top will include the words “Front – Display this side up”.

You can get a blue badge if:
· you are unable to walk or have considerable difficulty in walking because of a temporary but substantial disability which is likely to last for a period of at least 12 months but less than 3 years
· children under 2 whose medical needs require that he or she is accompanied by bulky medical equipment which includes in particular any of the following:
i) ventilators;

ii) suction machines;

iii) feed pumps;

iv) parenteral equipment;

v) syringe drivers;

vi) oxygen administration equipment; and

vii) continual oxygen saturation equipment.

How to use the disabled person’s parking permit

· In Scotland, there is no time restriction on parking for Blue Badge holders, unless local restrictions apply.

· In England and Wales you will need a parking disc which must be displayed every time you park.   This should be set to show the time of arrival.

· Badge holders living in Scotland who intend to visit England or Wales should apply to their Local Authority for the loan of a parking disc which can be used for the duration of their stay in England and Wales. 
Information courtesy of The Blue Badge Network.  Anyone wishing to join the network or to receive a complimentary copy of their magazine should telephone Head Office on 01384-257001 or e-mail headoffice@bluebadgenetwork.org
News 
Attacks on disabled people

Here at Inclusion Scotland we are disturbed at the large amount of stories that are coming to light about attacks on disabled people. 

One of the worst attacks in recent years has been that of Kevin Davies.  The Guardian recently reported on the death of Kevin who was an epileptic.  Kevin was found dead after been locked in a shed for four months and had been beaten, burned and humiliated over a minor debt he owed.  Kevin’s three captors have recently been imprisoned.
Another recent brutal attack took place in Edinburgh. The Scotsman reported on the attack of the disabled teenager by a gang of six women as she waited for a taxi.  The gang had accused the terrified girl of “looking at them” before launching the vicious assault on the girl and her friend.  The mother of the disabled girl commented that she had so many scratches and bruises on her she thought her daughter had been raped.  The gang which carried out the attack have yet to be caught.
Inclusion Scotland’s Project Manager Bill Campbell angrily comments on the rise on attacks on disabled people.  Bill says “Disabled people have become the target of people who have no respect for human life or the dignity of disabled people.” 

“It is simply unacceptable that anyone, let alone disabled people, are treated like this.  It is all the more despicable when people are targeted because of their impairment and their inability to defend themselves.”
Inclusion Scotland would like to hear your opinions regarding the increasing amount of attacks on disabled people.  Are these stories just a coincidence? Or do these attacks saying anything about wider society’s attitudes towards disabled people?  The comments received will be put into a future newsletter and on the website.  Please contact - 

 donna@inclusionscotland.org or telephone 0141 887 7090. 
To view these stories in full log on to - 
Guardian - http://www.guardian.co.uk/crime/article/0,,2122274,00.htm 

 Scotsman - http://news.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1080022007
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Scotland’s leading disability arts festival – Degenerate4 

Theatre Workshop, supported by the Scottish Arts Council, is proud to present Degenerate4, Scotland’s only disability multi-arts festival.  The festival brings together disabled artists from all over the world whose work and vision challenges outdated stereotypes.  The festival will take place in Edinburgh between 9th – 26th August.  For more information visit the website – www.theatreworkshop.com
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Scottish Accessible Transport Alliance AGM and Open Meeting – Thursday 13th September 2007

Venue:  Davidson’s Main Parish Church South Hall, 1 Quality Street, Davidson’s Mains, Edinburgh

The meeting will start with the AGM at 1.15pm followed by the Open Meeting from 2.00 – 3.45pm.

The main topic for discussion will be Demand Responsive Transport – Developing Flexible, Affordable and Coordinated Services. For more information please contact Alan Rees (Secretary), 20 Seaforth Driver, Edinburgh EH4 2BZ.  Telephone – 0131 315 3006 or e-mail at.rees@sol.co.uk
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Fife Independent Disability Network

Next network meeting will be held on Wednesday 25th July 2007 from 2-4pm The Parkway Hotel, Abbotshall Road, Kirkcaldy.  

For more information contact Muriel Macgregor, Co-ordinator for Fife Independent Disability Network on 01592 203993
	If you have stories, news or events you want to tell us about or would like this newsletter in another format please email: donna@inclusionscotland.org or write to: 5a Sir James Clark Building, Abbey Mill Business Centre, Paisley PA1 1TJ Tel: 0141 887 7090 Fax: 0141 848 7551 Web address: www.inclusionscotland.org




Views expressed in this newsletter do not necessarily reflect those of Inclusion Scotland, who will not necessarily be bound by its contents.


