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‘Homes for Life’
 Accessible and Affordable Housing in Scotland
Inclusion Scotland are holding an awareness raising conference on Tuesday 17th June 2008 in the Glasgow Hilton.  
The conference will include high profile speakers such as:

· A Scottish housing expert speaking about accessible housing in Scotland and the way forward;
· A housing expert from Europe speaking about best practice from other jurisdictions;
· An Equality and Human Rights Commission representative and
· A local authority representative.  

[image: image1.wmf]Inclusion Scotland members and friends will also be speaking at the conference to tell their personal experiences with trying to find an accessible home.  We will also have a variety of workshops on the day to enable delegates to focus discussion

on one particular aspect of delivering homes for life.  We hope that delegates will share their experiences and knowledge as well as offering suggestions as to ‘next steps’.   

Workshops will include:

· Urban housing

· Rural Housing

· Best practice examples from other countries

· Homelessness and Human Rights

· Local Housing Plans
How you can help
You can help us in two ways:
· We want to invite five people to speak at the conference for about five minutes.  Again, telling their accounts so that it puts a human face on things.

· We want to compile a dossier of case studies, about 450 words,that we can hand over to all the major players in the housing provision field.  
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If you would be interested in getting involved or would like to book a place at the conference contact Donna at information@inclusionscotland.org, telephone 0141 887 7090 or write to 5a Sir James Clark, Abbey Mill Business Centre, Paisley PA1 1TJ

Houses are for life, so let’s get our voice heard – Nothing about us, without us!
Inclusion Scotland Membership

Inclusion Scotland is Scotland’s leading organisation of disabled people.  We aim to draw attention to the physical, social, economic, cultural and attitudinal barriers that affect our everyday lives as disabled people in Scotland. 

If you or your organisation would like to join Inclusion Scotland, see our website www.inclusionscotland.org for more information.  

Or contact information@inclusionscotland.org , telephone 0141 887 7058.

Nothing about us, without us!
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News & Information
 EPCD Newsletter - Government's online Blue Badge map service improving
The online Blue Badge map service, which makes it much easier for disabled people to find places to park across the UK, has now been significantly improved. 

The map on the Directgov website, produced by the Office for Disability Issues, was first launched in July 2006.  It was the first of its kind originally covering 64 cities and large towns. A further 37 have now been added, more are still being rolled out, and by the end of April the total will reach 119.

Users can search by postcode or town/area name for designated Blue Badge parking bays, parking bays that fall on red routes in London as well as accessible stations, toilets and petrol stations. Blue Badge holders can also find out more about rules for street parking, including time restrictions and any special notices.

The new version also includes:

· Extra information for Blue Badge holders on shared use bays, residents' parking bays and time restrictions for single and double yellow lines.

· More information on train station and airport accessibility; shopmobility sites, and accessible beaches

· Improved map graphics and better search facilities, where users can find out information by inputting their postcode, street name or local area.

The Department for Transport is currently developing a comprehensive Blue Badge reform strategy planned for completion by summer 2008. This will help to make the Scheme itself fairer, more consistent, tougher on fraud and easier to understand.  The Blue Badge map showing the latest changes can be viewed at http://www.direct.gov.uk/bluebadgemap
Equality and Human Rights Commission Helpline
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The EHRC offers advice and support on equality and discrimination to those who feel they need it. 
The Helpline Opening Hours are Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 09:00-17:00: Wednesday 09:00-20:00. Call 0845 604 5510. Textphone 0845 604 5520. 

News & Information
The Scope Quiz
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Scope wants to know how much control disabled people have over their lives.  To answer this question we are inviting disabled people to complete the Scope Quiz. 

There are great prizes to be won including DAB Radios DVD players and subscriptions to the new style Disability Now. 
There are a number of ways you can complete the quiz:
· You can complete the quiz on-line. Go to www.scope.org.uk/disablism/audit  for the link
· You can request a paper copy or alternative formats by phoning Scope on 0207619 7256
· You can request an email version from scopequiz@scope.org.uk
· If have a communication impairment and want to use a text phone then use Type Talk by dialling 18001 from text phone followed by 0808 800 3333
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Also if you want help you can text  ‘Scope Quiz’ to 80039 free of charge
Audio Described Cinema

Audio description enables people with a visual impairment to enjoy                                                movies at the cinema.  To find out your nearest cinema with audio                                       description visit - http://www.yourlocalcinema.com/ad.dvd.html or                                    contact Inclusion Scotland (telephone: 0141 887 7090) for more information. 

Clever Communications free book
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The Voluntary Action Media Unit has produced a free book for charities called Clever Communications, with articles by media and charity insiders giving an insight in to the secrets to building successful media relationships.  
It includes the Clever Communications Directory, listing hundreds of media contacts and useful resources for charity communicators. To be sent a free copy of the book, just email your name and address to book@vamu.org.uk.
Events & Training 
GDA Learning Festival for Disabled People

Thursday 29th May 2008 10.15am – 3.45pm, Thistle Hotel, Cambridge Street, Glasgow. 

[image: image8.wmf]Why come to the Learning Festival? Want to get out and about? Meet new people? Share experiences? Learn new skills? Find out what’s on offer? Have Fun?  

On the day we offer…A range of free, accessible & fun workshop tasters including: drumming, Sign Language, Effective Thinking, It Movie Making, Relaxation, Digital Camera, Glass-Painting, Confidence Booster. A chance to meet Glasgow’s colleges and learning projects who’ll be on hand with information stalls, advice and what’s on offer; Transport, personal assistance, sign language interpreters; Lunch; Have Your Say in the afternoon; The chance meet people and have fun. 

Please call if you require transport and to book your place at a workshop on 0141 556 7103.  Booking is essential.  
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Tackling Poverty, Inequality and Deprivation Responding to the Scottish Government’s Discussion Paper

Wednesday, 21st May 2pm - 4.30pm 

Venue: St George's Church West, 58 Shandwick Place, Edinburgh EH2 4RT 
The Scottish Government intends above all ‘to focus Government and Public Services on creating a more successful country, with opportunities for all of Scotland to flourish, through increasing sustainable economic growth.’ 
The Government is seeking views from those engaged in tackling poverty, inequality and deprivation in response to a discussion paper published at the end of January.

You can download the discussion paper from via this link: www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2008/01/31112502
To book a place at the event telephone 0131 555 9100 or e-mail learning@evoc.org.uk

Events & Training
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Scottish Accessible Transport Alliance
A meeting for both members and non-members will be held at 1.15pm on Thursday 15th May 2008 at the St Paul’s Centre, 14 New Row, Perth.  The meeting will end at 3.45pm.  Tea/coffee and biscuits will be available from 12.45pm.

At the meeting there will be a presentation on a research project:

Public Transport Systems' Accessibility for People with Disabilities in Europe  by Sarah Wixey of JMP

For more information or to book a place contact:  Alan Rees (Secretary) Tel/Fax: 0131 315 3006 E-mail: at.rees@sol.co.uk
The Annexe Healthy Living Centre Open Day

Location:  9a Stewartville Street, Partick, Glasgow 
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Time:  11.00am – 6.00pm

Annexe Healthy Living Centre is holding an open day and                                         would be delighted if you could come along to learn more                                                               about them and take part in one of their workshops.  These include:

· Stained Glass Workshop

· Complimentary Therapies

· Health Walk

· Art Class
For more information, contact the centre on 0141 357 6747.
Men’s Health Forum Scotland National Conference 2008

Wednesday 11th June 2008, Glasgow 
The event this year will focus on three main areas of men's health: Mental and emotional wellbeing, Sexual health and relationships and Men and violence.  For more information visit:  http://www.mhfs.org.uk/mhfs/National_conference_2008.php .
Events & Training
 ‘Innovate To Integrate’ - Thursday 26 June 2008
[image: image12.wmf]‘Innovate to Integrate’ will be an equality and diversity event with a difference; it will showcase innovative and creative ways of promoting equality and diversity and best practice in embedding the agenda from across different sectors. 
The general themes will be the ‘hidden’ equality and diversity strands (e.g. mental health, religion and belief, age) which do not usually get the same coverage or exposure as the more established strands. 
Many of the more traditional events and conferences in these subject area tend to focus on establishing what the barriers are facing particular groups, or take a ‘PowerPoint’ approach to explaining the legislation. 

These methods are undoubtedly essential, but this event aims to make a potentially ‘dry’ topic,’ lively and inspiring.
Contributors on the day will include: 

· Morag Alexander – Commissioner - Equality and Human Rights Commission; 

· Pat Davers – BBC; Assistant Chief Constable 

· John Neilson – Strathclyde Police; 

· Scottish Association for Mental Health; 

· Julie Wade – National Australia Group - Diversity Manager.

For further information, or to discuss further, contact Jane Kelsey on 0141 273 1312 Jane.Kelsey@gcal.ac.uk and Adrian Lui, Equality and Diversity Adviser, 0141 273 1356 A.Lui@gcal.ac.uk 
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Scotland 08 – Reforming Public Services 

Wednesday 21st May 2008, Edinburgh 

Scotland 08 will make a first assessment of the priorities of the new Scottish Government one year on, examining the plans to improve public service delivery in the coming years.

For more information about Scotland 08 visit: http://www.govnet.co.uk/scotland/ .To register, call Laura Marsh on 0161 211 3031 or e-mail: laura.marsh@govnet.co.uk . 

Events & Training

SAIF E-communication: accessibility in practice courses
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Are you interested in some practical training in accessible e-communication? Making sure that the information you provide is accessible applies to electronic communication methods too.
The following courses are available:

· Creating accessible documents on Wednesday 4th June 2008

· Sending accessible emails on Wednesday 11th June 2008

· Testing the accessibility of websites on Wednesday 18th June 2008
Programmes and booking forms (in PDF and Word format) can also be downloaded from our website www.saifscotland.org.uk.

If you would like more information or would like to obtain a hard copy of the programme and booking form please contact Joanne Martin jmartin@saifscotland.org.uk or Steve Harvey sharvey@saifscotland.org.uk or telephone 0141 226 5261 .  Booking forms should be returned no later than Wednesday 14th May 2008.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
	If you have stories, news or events you want to tell us about or would like this newsletter in another format please contact Donna McSwiggan (Information Officer) at donna@inclusionscotland.org or write to: 5a Sir James Clark Building, Abbey Mill Business Centre, Paisley PA1 1TJ Tel: 0141 887 7090 Fax: 0141 848 7551 Web address: www.inclusionscotland.org


Views expressed in this newsletter do not necessarily reflect those of Inclusion Scotland, who will not necessarily be bound by its contents.
