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One of the most important ways in which MSPs can hold the Government (or Executive) to account is by asking Parliamentary Written Questions.  These are called written questions to distinguish them from Oral Questions asked of Ministers in the Parliament’s debating chamber.

Parliamentary Questions often turn up information which is useful to local organizations and to individuals.  By highlighting an issue – and the scale of certain problems – Parliamentary Questions can sometimes prompt Ministers to act, resulting in new policies being developed. MSPs can be approached to ask questions and Inclusion Scotland have done this several times to obtain facts and figures on issues of importance to disabled people.

We have been monitoring Parliamentary Questions (and more importantly answers!) since the new Parliament was elected and have selected some of those we thought most relevant so that you can have access to them without searching through lengthy documents.  We hope that you find them useful and informative”.
Bill Scott (Inclusion Scotland, Policy Officer)

Young Disabled People

March 2008
Karen Gillon (Clydesdale) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive how it intends to implement the findings of the Commissioner for Children and Young People in Scotland's report on the moving and handling of young disabled people.
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The Minister for Children and Early Years (Adam Ingram): The Scottish Government welcomes the "Handle with Care" report from Scotland's Commissioner for Children and Young People and in particular its emphasis on consultation, dignity and positivity.

As with all issues and challenges faced by children and young disabled people, a coherent approach is required to moving and handling. We will develop an approach that covers practice in health, education, social work and other relevant sectors and that takes stock of the recommendations in "Handle with Care" as well as the views and feelings of children and young people and their families.

Karen Gillon: It is apparent from the report that a risk-averse culture has developed throughout Scotland, which is severely hampering the life chances and rights of children and young people, and it is clear that new and robust national guidance is needed. 
Will the minister agree to establish a stakeholder working group to develop that guidance, involving professionals, parents and children and young people, to ensure that the guidance brought into place is appropriate to their needs and takes into account their wishes and aspirations so that they can enjoy the fullest possible life?

Adam Ingram: I am certainly strongly supportive of the commissioner's recommendation that blanket no-lifting policies should be abandoned by local authorities. That poor practice is about penny-pinching on training and certainly not about improving accessibility.  

Engaging with children and young people is obviously important, as is involving them in solving their accessibility problems. As the member will know, appropriate legislation is in place, including the Education (Additional Support for Learning) (Scotland) Act 2004 and the Disability Discrimination Act 1995, with its requirement for all education authorities to publish a disability equality scheme.

Guidance is also available, including "Helping Hands: Guidelines for Staff who provide Intimate Care for Children and Young People with Disabilities", which was published in 1999. We will revise that guidance in the light of the commissioner's report and follow up on other reports, such as the Audit Scotland report "Adapting to the future: Management of community equipment and adaptations" and "Equipped for Inclusion: Report of the Strategy Forum: Equipment and Adaptations". 

Mary Mulligan (Linlithgow) (Lab): My colleague Karen Gillon mentioned the safety of the children who are involved, but workers who participated in the consultation said that they felt restricted from lifting and handling and from offering the service that they would like to offer. 
How will the minister address that while ensuring the safety of children and of workers? 

Adam Ingram: As I intimated, I am particularly interested in following up the commissioner's recommendations on local authority lifting policies. The guidance will focus on that. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------March 2008
[image: image2.wmf]Ross Finnie (West of Scotland) (LD): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it has any plans to improve the level and quality of information available for young physically disabled adults on the support services available to them.

Stewart Maxwell: The Scottish Government provides core funding under section 10 of the Social Work (Scotland) Act 1968 to Update, a charitable organisation which aims to improve the quality of life of disabled people by enabling information providers to offer accurate, relevant and accessible disability related information. 
The government also funds the Scottish Accessible Information Forum (SAIF) to produce standards for information and advice services for disabled people. The SAIF recently published a practical guide for disabled people on the standards of services that should be provided by information, advice or service providers. 
The booklet is available at: www.saifscotland.org.uk.
Education
March 2008

Alasdair Morgan (South of Scotland) (SNP): To ask the Scottish Executive what progress has been made by its Education and Training Directorate in conjunction with the Scottish Funding Council in their mapping study of further education provision for students additional support needs.
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Maureen Watt: The Lifelong Learning Directorate of the Scottish Government commissioned the BRITE Initiative to carry out a survey of Provision in Scotland’s Colleges for Learners with Profound and Complex Needs in January 2008.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------March 2008
Bill Wilson (West of Scotland) (SNP): To ask the Scottish Executive  what percentage of further education students were recorded as (a) disabled, (b) non-disabled or (c) status unknown in each of the last five years and, of those recorded as status unknown, how many (i) failed and (ii) refused to respond.

Ms Fiona Hyslop:  The following table shows the percentage of further education enrolments at Scotland’s colleges for which (a) a disability was stated, (b) no disability was stated, (c) where disability information was (i) unknown or (ii) refused, for the last five academic years.

	Percent of all further education enrolments
	2002-03
	2003-04
	2004-05
	2005-06
	2006-07

	No disability stated
	75%
	73%
	75%
	76%
	76%

	Disability stated
	7%
	8%
	9%
	10%
	11%

	Refused
	0%
	0%
	3%
	3%
	3%

	Not known
	0%
	0%
	8%
	7%
	6%

	Refused/unknown
	19%
	19%
	5%
	5%
	4%


Transport and Travel

June 2008

Karen Whitefield (Airdrie and Shotts) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive what steps it is taking to improve passenger access to railway stations.
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Stewart Stevenson: Disabled access is a matter which is reserved to Westminster. The Department for Transport’s Access for All programme is investing £370 million in stations throughout the UK over a 10 year period. Scotland’s share of this investment is £39 million.
There are also a number of on-going access improvements being made to a range of Scottish railway stations that are being delivered by First ScotRail as part of their Franchise Agreement. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
June 2008

George Foulkes (Lothians) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it will hold discussions with the UK Government with a view to enabling concessionary bus travel passes to be accepted throughout the whole of the United Kingdom.

Stewart Stevenson: No discussions are planned at present.
[image: image5.jpg]


------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
June 2008

Des McNulty (Clydebank and Milngavie) (Lab): To ask the                                                     Scottish Executive whether it considers that the eligibility criteria                                            for free bus travel should be extended to include those who                                                  receive the lower rate mobility component of the Disability Living                                      Allowance and, if so, when such a change might be introduced.
Stewart Stevenson: The Scotland-wide Free Bus Travel Scheme for Older and Disabled People will be the subject of a review during 2008. No changes will be made to the current eligibility criteria in advance of the review which is due to report by the end of the year.

April 2008

[image: image6.wmf] Des McNulty (Clydebank and Milngavie) : To ask the Scottish Executive what consultation has taken place with disabled people regarding the performance of the current Scotrail franchise.

Answered by Stewart Stevenson The Scottish Executive carried out open consultation in 2000 in advance of the current ScotRail Franchise. This informed the direction and guidance given by the Scottish Executive to the Strategic Rail Authority (SRA) which was responsible for awarding the franchise.

In addition Transport Scotland established the Scottish Rail Accessibility Forum in 2006. This brings together the rail industry and disability organisations and groups.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------June 2008
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The Mobility & Access Committee for Scotland, known as MACS,                                               was due to have been assigned by the SNP government to its                                       'bonfire of quangos' at the end of this month. 

With a majority of disabled people as members, it has for the                                                   past 6 years been a source of information and advice on how to                                                provide disabled people with vital transport services to realise their                                          right to equality and social inclusion. 

Under the government's proposals, MACS would have been taken over by another advisory body, the Public Transport Users' Committee (PTUC), on which disabled people would have formed only a small minority or been sidelined on a sub-committee. The opportunity for them to raise and follow through the issues they identified would have been severly reduced. 

The Scottish Parliament's Transport, Infrastructure and Climate Change Committee took evidence from transport minister Stewart Stevenson MSP and consider a joint submission from the Scottish Accessible Transport Alliance (SATA), Inclusion Scotland (IS) and the Scotttish Disability Equality Forum (SDEF). 

A motion put down by the committee's Deputy Convener,  Cathy Peattie MSP, to take no further action on the proposals was backed by Labour, Liberal Democrat and Green Party members on the committee and passed by 5 votes to 3. 

Wheelchair Services
April 2008

[image: image8.wmf]Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive through which government bodies the additional money for wheelchair and seating services announced in the spending review will be distributed and what allocations these government bodies will receive.

Shona Robison: The additional funding of £16 million from the 2007 Spending Review (£4 million in 2008-09, £6 million in 2009-10 and £6 million in 2010-11) will be distributed through NHS boards to the five rehabilitation technology centres in Scotland.
 The funding will be subject to the submission of business cases for approval by the Wheelchair and Seating Services Project Board, which meet the objectives and recommendations of the report Moving Forward: Review of NHS Wheelchair and Seating Services in Scotland.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

April 2008

[image: image9.wmf]Trish Godman (West Renfrewshire) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive whether proposals are to hand anent the review of the previous administration’s decision that each NHS board should retain responsibility for wheelchair and seating services in preference to a nationally administered and financed service.

Shona Robison: Locating health services close to communities                                           supports the provision of faster and more effective treatment. To achieve                           this, there is a need for services to join up, co-locate and share                                        resources to provide a seamless patient journey. One of the main                                           routes to achieve this will be through the community health                                          partnerships, which involve community partners beyond health                                                   including, most notably, local authorities.
The current location of the five rehabilitation technology centres provides a natural geographical spread of the services throughout the country. The project board will look at ways to enhance the services including local satellite centres, which will be more accessible to local communities. This is already happening with the introduction of satellite clinics in the west of Scotland and in Tayside.

Learning Difficulties

May 2008

[image: image10.wmf]Michael McMahon (Hamilton North and Bellshill) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive how many pupils in (a) private and (b) state education have been identified as having dyslexia.

Maureen Watt: The number of pupils with dyslexia in publicly                                                   funded schools in Scotland, identified in the 2007 census, is                                               available in tables 1.7 and 1.9 in the statistical bulletin on the                                    government website at: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/stats/bulletins/00641.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
May 2008

Willie Coffey (Kilmarnock and Loudoun) (SNP): To ask the Scottish Executive what action has been taken in response to the report of the Autism Spectrum Disorder and Education Working Group set up to take forward the recommendations in Education for Pupils with Autism Spectrum Disorders, published by HM Inspectorate of Education in October 2006.

[image: image11.wmf]Adam Ingram: While the Autism Spectrum Disorder Education Working Group has not published a specific report, the agreed output from their considerations is the production of an autism toolbox for local authorities and schools. The Scottish Autism Service Network is assisting the Group with this task and the framework for this toolbox will be published on 2 April 2008, which is World Autism Day. It is expected that the final document will published in summer 2008.
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If you have a question about anything in this supplement please contact  Inclusion Scotland’s Policy Officer, Bill Scott, on 0131 555 6887 or e-mail policy@inclusionscotland.org 
