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One of the most important ways in which MSPs can hold the Government (or Executive) to account is by asking Parliamentary Written Questions.  These are called written questions to distinguish them from Oral Questions asked of Ministers in the Parliament’s debating chamber.

Parliamentary Questions often turn up information which is useful to local organizations – as a means of estimating need for example – and to individuals.  By highlighting an issue – and the scale of certain problems – Parliamentary Questions can sometimes prompt Ministers to act, resulting in new policies being developed. MSPs can be approached to ask questions and Inclusion Scotland have done this several times to obtain facts and figures on issues of importance to disabled people.

We have been monitoring Parliamentary Questions (and more importantly answers!) since the new Parliament was elected and have selected some of those we thought most relevant so that you can have access to them without searching through lengthy documents.  We hope that you find them useful and informative”.
Bill Scott (Inclusion Scotland, Policy Officer)
Housing
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Bill Wilson (West of Scotland) (SNP): To ask the Scottish Executive 
what steps it is taking to ensure that private house builders and
developers make a proportion of their new builds barrier-free.

Mr Stewart Stevenson:  I have asked Dr. Paul Stollard, Chief Executive of the Scottish Building Standards Agency (SBSA), to answer. His response is as follows:
“Improved building standards came into force on 1 May 2007 and require that all new dwellings, where it is reasonably practicable to do so, must be designed to a ‘liveability’ standard that was based upon and developed from Communities Scotland’s Housing for Varying Needs and the Joseph Rowntree Lifetime Homes Standards.

The main changes were:

· improved accessibility throughout all levels in a dwelling, including wider doors and corridors;

· increased area for an apartment, kitchen and bathroom on the same level;

· flexibility built into the design to allow ease of adaptability in the future;

· reduced ramp lengths and enhanced guidance on accessibility to all dwellings.”
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

August 2007
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Bill Wilson (West of Scotland) (SNP): To ask the Scottish Executive how many wheelchair-accessible and barrier-free homes have been built by housing associations in each of the last five years.
Stewart Maxwell : : The concept of "barrier free" housing is now covered by Housing for Varying Needs standard. The number of homes built by housing associations which meet Housing for Varying Needs standards for which we have approved grant funding over the last five years is as follows:
	Year
	Number

	2002-03
	3,492

	2003-04
	3,305

	2004-05
	3,340

	2005-06
	4,803

	2006-07
	4,684


The number of wheelchair homes built by housing associations for which we have approved grant over the same period is as follows:
	Year
	Number

	2002-03
	174

	2003-04
	151

	2004-05
	101

	2005-06
	191

	2006-07
	194

	
	

	
	


-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Stewart Maxwell: NHS Scotland wheelchair services are provided from five regional centres and independent report Moving forward: Review of NHS wheelchair and seating services in Scotland published in 2006 reports some 96,000 users registered with these centres in 2005: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/127201/0030495.pdf. 

This will include users living in communal establishments, such as nursing homes, and people with differing levels of use, from complete dependency to very occasional use. However, there is wide variation between the figures reported by individual centres in the number of registered users per head of population. 
This is in part due to regional differences in identifying and recording the more "active" users as distinct from "registered" users. In addition, a number of users obtain services from private providers rather than the NHS. Such users will not be included in the figures provided by the regional centres.

There is no direct estimate of the number of wheelchair users living in social rented accommodation. The Scottish Household Survey gives an indication of the tenure of respondents in private households who use wheelchairs. The most recent data available for 2005 and 2006 show some 46% of wheelchair users were living in social rented accommodation, representing about 2% of respondents in the sector (data from two years have been combined due to small base numbers). 
Changes in building regulations over the past few years have lead to increased accessibility of the more recent mainstream new build, particularly in the social sector, resulting in higher levels of barrier-free housing which can more readily be adapted to meet the particular needs of wheelchair users.
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Des McNulty (Clydebank and Milngavie) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive what impact the concessionary travel scheme has had on bus and ferry patronage levels in each of the last three years.
Stewart Stevenson: Scotland-wide free bus travel for older and disabled people commenced in April 2006. The journey numbers for the first year of operation of the scheme were 156.1 million. This is an increase of 5.9% on the journeys made in the previous year (2005-06) under the previous local concessionary travel schemes for bus travel, which totalled 147.35 million. By comparison, the journeys made under the local concessionary fare schemes for bus travel increased in 2005-06 by 1.35% on the 2004-2005 concessionary bus journeys of £145.39 million.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------September 2007
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Christine Grahame (South of Scotland) (SNP): Regarding the National Entitlement Card and Scotland-Wide Free Bus Travel for Older and Disabled People, to ask the Scottish Executive how many - 

(a) applications have been received 
(b) travel passes issued for companions of older and disabled travellers requiring assistance to travel under the national concessionary fares scheme since April 2006, broken down into - 
· parliamentary constituency and 

· local authority area.

	 


Stewart Stevenson: Information supplied to Transport Scotland indicates that since the introduction of the National Entitlement Card and Scotland-Wide Free Bus Travel for Older and Disabled People, 1,064,059 applications have been received and processed to date.
The following table shows the total number of National Entitlement Card holders who qualify for Scotland-Wide Free Bus Travel for Older and Disabled People and those who qualify for the companion entitlement as of 21 August 2007.
Figures can only be broken down by local authority as the facility is unavailable to report by parliamentary constituency.
	Local Authority

Aberdeen City
	Total No of

Cards

43,652
	Disabled &

Companion

1,535
	VI &

Companion

748

	Aberdeenshire
	39,995
	1,244
	358

	Angus
	23,028
	379
	97

	Argyll and Bute
	20,469
	1142
	169

	City of Edinburgh
	88,502
	8,514
	1,098

	Clackmannanshire
	9,454
	316
	41

	Comhairle nan Eilean Siar
	6,046
	75
	20

	Dumfries and Galloway
	30,097
	836
	396

	Dundee City
	31,816
	950
	214

	East Ayrshire
	25,062
	2,193
	195

	East Dunbartonshire
	21,631
	973
	108

	East Lothian
	20,194
	1,669
	232

	East Renfrewshire
	17,172
	853
	86

	Falkirk
	29,101
	715
	241

	Fife
	79,022
	12,463
	947

	Glasgow
	110,475
	16,191
	1,250

	Highland
	41,508
	1,337
	473

	Inverclyde
	18,306
	2,015
	184

	Midlothian
	16,894
	1,550
	240

	Moray
	17,257
	592
	206

	North Ayrshire
	30,925
	2,618
	301

	North Lanarkshire
	58,699
	6,207
	438

	Orkney Islands
	4,304
	95
	13

	Perth and Kinross
	27,940
	567
	219

	Renfrewshire
	36,089
	3261
	316

	Scottish Borders
	23,662
	652
	212

	Shetland Islands
	4,245
	128
	11

	South Ayrshire
	26,924
	1,795
	221

	South Lanarkshire
	59,652
	5,238
	513

	Stirling
	15,867
	386
	77

	West Dunbartonshire
	18,363
	2,078
	229

	West Lothian
	27,956
	3,060
	352

	Total
	1,024,307
	81,627
	10,205


Independent Living
September 2007
[image: image6.wmf]Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive whether the lack of explicit structures in public policy to consider independent living for disabled people is hampering efforts by it, NHS boards and local authorities to implement the ideal of independent living.

Stewart Maxwell: The public sector duty to promote equality of opportunity for disabled people, which came into force in December 2006, provides an opportunity for public bodies to focus on the needs of disabled people and develop work on independent living. 
Other recent initiatives also support independent living such as the new national guidance on self-directed support, which was issued in July, and tasks local authorities with developing local infrastructures in order to increase uptake.
However, the Scottish Government recognises the specific references to independent living in work carried out by the Disability Rights Commission and by the Scottish Parliament’s Equal Opportunities Committee and is currently considering what further steps need to be taken to advance independent living in Scotland and we will announce our plans later in the year.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

September 2007

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive whether current legislation properly reflects its commitment to independent living and, if not, what steps it intends to take to rectify this.
Stewart Maxwell: A number of pieces of relevant legislation relating to independent living, including employment and benefits legislation and anti-discrimination legislation, is reserved to Westminster. In Scotland, the Scottish Government is currently considering what steps need to be taken to advance independent living and we will announce our plans later in the year.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

September 2007 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it will establish an independent living task force to consider properly how independent living concerns can be fully integrated into public policy.
Stewart Maxwell: The Scottish Government recognises the specific references to independent living in work carried out by the Disability Rights Commission and by the Scottish Parliament’s Equal Opportunities Committee and is currently considering what further steps need to be taken to advance independent living in Scotland and we will announce our plans later in the year.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
September 2007

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it is considering improvements to the legislative rights of disabled people so that they receive essential services, in order to make independent living a realisable goal for them.

	 


Stewart Maxwell: Some legislative rights, for example, those relating to employment and benefits, are contained in legislation reserved to Westminster.  In the Scottish context, Scottish ministers are considering what steps need to be taken to advance independent living in Scotland and we will announce our plans later in the year.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive
whether it is planning to improve current levels of consultation with
 disabled persons’ groups when making future decisions that 
shape relevant policy areas.

	 


Stewart Maxwell: The Scottish Government is committed to consultation and engagement with disabled people. We currently fund a number of national disability led organisations to assist us with this. We regard this as an important feature of our work and will want to continue to provide support.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
September 2007

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive how it will help to address income inequality between disabled and non-disabled people.

	 


Stewart Maxwell: The Scottish Government is committed to creating a fairer, wealthier Scotland and will work towards this end through delivery of its five strategic objectives and overarching purpose.
It will help to address income inequality between disabled and non-disabled people through the provision of a number of policies and programmes, from the promotion of disability equality to the Workforce Plus employability framework, which seeks to maximize opportunities to access good quality sustainable employment for the most disadvantaged in relation to the labour market, including disabled people.
Mental Health/Learning Difficulties
September 2007
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive what the reasons are for the increase in detention under mental health legislation for people with learning difficulties.
	 
	


Shona Robison: There has been a small overall rise in people with learning difficulties who are subject to compulsory detention under the Mental Health (Care and Treatment) (Scotland) Act 2003 (the 2003 Act). The numbers have risen from 239 people in 2004 to 252 people in 2006. People with learning difficulties have a higher incidence of mental health difficulties than the general population. There is also some evidence that they are subject to orders for longer periods.
People with learning difficulties (with or without a co-morbid mental illness) have the same rights and safeguards under the 2003 Act as other mental health service users. The Mental Welfare Commission for Scotland visits all people on long term orders and provides an important safeguard for people with learning difficulties who may not be able to make representations to the Tribunal.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Bill Wilson (West of Scotland) (SNP): To ask the Scottish Executive  whether any long-stay hospital places for people with learning difficulties remain available and, if so, where these places are located.

Shona Robison: The same as you? acknowledged that some people with learning disabilities have specific additional and complex health needs which may require assessment and treatment in a hospital setting. A small number of assessment and treatment beds are available across all health boards in Scotland.
The Scottish Government is currently undertaking a research study through the Royal College of Psychiatrists to establish why people with learning difficulties are in assessment and treatment beds. We plan to use this nationally to identify the best models of support and what barriers need to be overcome to ensure a consistent approach across Scotland.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Questions
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If you have a question about anything in this supplement please contact Inclusion Scotland’s Policy Officer, Bill Scott, on 0131 557 5777 or e-mail policy@inclusionscotland.org 
