Visit to Stornoway
On Monday 13th September Bill & Joan set off for Stornoway.  Given that it took 3 attempts to successfully get to Orkney we were a bit concerned about getting to Stornoway given that it was the 13th!

Our main contact person was Annabel McKenzie, who works for Western Isles Council  Policy Department.  Annabel was very helpful and liaised with Lewis Access Panel. It was arranged for us to meet with Lewis Access Panel on the Monday evening and to meet with various representatives of Western Isles Council on Tuesday Morning.

On arrival at Stornoway we took ourselves along to the newly opened Shopmobility Stornoway.  Here we met with Sara Thomas, Project Manager and Shopmobility Volunteers.  Through chatting to Sara we learned that Shopmobility Stornoway are about to take over the local Dial a Bus service.  We also quickly ascertained that there are very few accessible Hotels and Guest Houses on Lewis.   The next person we met was GT from Western Isles Disability Sport (WIDS).    WIDS and Shopmobility Stornoway share premises.  From Gordon we learned that there is a new and exciting sport taking hold of the world.  This sport called New Age Kurling.
	"New Age Kurling" is a form of the game of Curling but instead of playing on ice it is played on any smooth flooring, such as sport's hall's, dance floors etc.


	


	This is a game that can be played by able bodied and disabled people on an equal footing, having just completed trials with disabled people it has proved so popular that it has been recognized as a sport by Disabled Sports England, The British Wheelchair Sports Foundation and most disabled sports unions around the world.
We have invited both Sara and Gordon to send in articles about their respective organisations.

On Monday evening we gave a presentation to The Lewis Access Panel.  This meeting was held in The Council Chambers at Western Isles Council.  Following our presentation we were invited to observe the Access Panel Meeting.  The main issue that came up was transport and included:

Disabled Access on board Isle of Lewis Ferry operated by Caledonia MacBrayne 
Transport for Disabled people to attend Access Panel Meetings

Accessible Public Transport throughout Lewis

Rather than be passive observers of the meeting, Bill was asked several questions throughout the course of the meeting.  These questions ranged from How members Inclusion Scotland has to the Value of Access Panels.  We were also asked if we could name any Scottish Organisations that were ‘Beacons of Good Practice’
Lewis Access Panel is also about to undertake a survey of Blue Badge Holders.  Once the survey which focuses on transport has been constructed the Western Isles Social Work Department has offered to post the survey forms out to all badge holders on their data base.   Another piece of work that the access panel hopes to carry out is an access guide to The Western Isles.  

The meeting was well attended by 17 people and we would like to thank all who were in attendance for making us welcome, listening to what we had to say, and, most importantly, asking us questions.

On Tuesday morning we met with officers from Western Isles Council.  Representatives from a wide range of departments came along to the meeting, which was very encouraging.  In attendance were:

Malcolm Crate, Access Manager, Sustainable Communities Department.

David Smart, Transport Operations Co-ordinator, Technical Services Department.

Bernard Chisholm, Head of Inclusion and Early Education, Education Department.
Jane Bryden, Local Area Co-ordinator (Learning Disabilities) Social Work Department.

Annabel MacKenzie, Support Officer, Corporate Services.
The meeting began with introductions followed by Bill informing everyone about Inclusion Scotland.  Discussion then took place about transport and the practicalities of Low Floor Buses in remote areas.  One of these buses was trialed and was only useful in the more ‘built up’ areas of Lewis.  Indeed, the bus had got stuck due to the rough terrain.  More traditional buses were also of more sturdy construction and withstand the local weather conditions better.  
Bernard Chisholm gave an overview of the work being done by the Education Department with regards to inclusive education.  This has included a project that concentrated all services in local areas focusing on the social needs of children and then the education needs.  Transport is an issue for young people, more so, for those in remote areas.  Rather than putting accessible school bus contracts out to tender for remote areas it has proved more cost and socially effective to buy.  When transport is not being used for ‘school runs’ it can be used by others in the community.
Legislation covering Disability Access was discussed and found to be piecemeal with different ‘Acts’ applying to different sectors of society.

This meeting was useful, not least in that it facilitated different officers from different departments meeting each other and discussing common issues.



	


